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The mountains rose before us 

Phillip shows rugged trail 

R e s t  stop beside the trail 



Preface 

I was born in Batang, a little place i n  Eastern 
Tibet. Due to the fact that ~ i b e t  is a small, isolated coun- 
try, Batang, situated on the Chinese-Tibetan border, was 
not completely under either the Chinese or Tibetan govern- 
ment. I was born into a very poor family, and for many years 
we suffered starvation and family illnesses. I grew up a 
witness to the trouble i n  Tibet caused by its lack of stable 
government. People became very wi ld  and there were many 
bandits - m y  family was robbed about eleven times before 
I was born. 

I can vaguely remember when the first white people 
came to Batang and settled close to m y  home. Due to our 
poverty, my mother used to climb the high mountain and col- 
lect ice for the American family to use i n  making ice cream 
in  the summer. I can still remember how my mother used to 
bring home American food from these people. Occasionally, 
she would also bring home old clothes for me; I was very 
proud to wear those clothes! When I was big enough, I got 
acquainted with the American children and we became play- 
mates. '4s I saw their way of life, I began to dream about 
America and thought it must be a wonderful country - never 
dreaming I might really come to America! 



In t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s  I a t t e n d e d  church  with t h e  Amer ican  
ch i ld ren  b e c a u s e  I l i k e d  t o  s i n g  and en joyed  t h e  hymns.  
L a t e r  I w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  in  g o i n g  t o  chu rch  w h e n e v e r  I had  
t h e  c h a n c e .  

Af te r  I had r e c e i v e d  as much e d u c a t i o n  as  I cou ld  in  
B a t a n g ,  I had  t h e  oppor tuni ty  to g o  to C h i n a  to s c h o o l  for  
t h r e e  y e a r s .  While t h e r e  I o c c a s i o n a l l y  a t t e n d e d  church  a t  
t h e  C h i n a  In land  Miss ion .  In  a l l  I a t t e n d e d  s c h o o l s  i n  C h i n a  
t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  for a t o t a l  of a l m o s t  s i x  y e a r s .  I be-  
c a m e  a C h r i s t i a n  w h i l e  home in  T i b e t  b e t w e e n  t w o  of my 
s t a y s  i n  Ch ina .  

In 1 9 5 0  t h e  Communi s t  had  comple t e ly  t a k e n  o v e r  
C h i n a  a n d  had  a d v a n c e d  to t h e  border  of  T i b e t .  T h e  pre-  
C o m m u n i s t  pa r ty  i n  T i b e t  had  begun p e r s e c u t i n g  C h r i s t i a n s ,  
p u t t i n g  t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  in  g r e a t  dange r .  I w a s  a b l e  to h e l p  
o n e  of t h e  m i s s i o n  f a m i l i e s  e s c a p e  from t h e  C o m m u n i s t s ,  
a n d  t h u s  b e g a n  o u r  s i x  month journey o v e r  t h e  h i g h e s t  rnoun- 
t a i n s  i n  t h e  world. Our  p e r m i s s i o n s  from t h e  T i b e t a n  govern-  
m e n t  to t r a v e l  t h i s  s h o r t e r  rou te  i n t o  Ind ia  w a s  v e r y  u n u s u a l ,  
as w h i t e  p e o p l e  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  n o t  pe rmi t t ed  to t r a v e l  i n  
t h i s  count ry .  

O n  J u l y  2 4 ,  1950 ,  w e  ar r ived  in  S a d y i a ,  Ind ia .  With 
much d i f f i c u l t y  I w a s  a b l e  to s t a y  in  Ind ia ,  l e a r n  my four th  
a n d  f i f th  l a n g u a g e s ,  and  t ry to make  myse l f  u s e f u l  a n d  e a r n  
my l iv ing .  

I w a s  happy  when ,  in 1952 ,  t h e  A r c h i e  F a i r b r o t h e r s  
c a m e  to A s s a m  as  m i s s i o n a r i e s .  Marguer i te  F a i r b r o t h e r  had  
b e e n  my ch i ldhood  p l aymate  in  T i b e t  when  he r  f a the r ,  Dr. 
Norton B a r e ,  s e r v e d  o n  t h a t  m i s s i o n  f ie ld.  T h i s  bobk i s  a n  
outgrowth  of t h a t  f a c t ;  s i n c e  Mrs. Fa i rb ro the r  had  l i v e d  in  
T i b e t  and  knew t h e  c u s t o m s ,  s h e  cou ld  work wi th  m e  wi th  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  w r i t e  my s to ry .  T h i s  p r e s e n t  e d i t i o n  i s  
on ly  t h e  f i r s t  pa r t ,  t e l l i n g  of my chi ldhood a n d  e d u c a t i o n .  
T h e  s e c o n d  a n d  third p a r t s ,  to b e  p u b l i s h e d  l a t e r ,  t e l l  of t h e  
t e r r ib l e  t r i p  o u t  of T i b e t  i n to  Ind ia ,  a n d  of my l i f e  i n  I n d i a  
a n d  journey  t o  Amer i ca  - t h e  coun t ry  I had so l o n g  d r e a m e d  
of.  





Tibetan Prayer Wheel- 
Prayers are written on slips of paper and 
placed inside, so that the spinning wheel 
a says" ell the prayers each time around 



Chapter I 

he willows showed a lacy green i n  the morn- T 
ing sunlight, but patches of snow remained i n  sheltered 
spots and hollows. KO-KO and I were out looking for dande- 
lions, nettles, and pig-weed greens. 

"Let's go down along the river, Bao," KO-KO suggest- 
ed. 'Maybe we'll find enough so we won't have to pick so 
long. Then we can play. " 

I was carrying the basket because KO-KO could pull 
the greens faster than I. It was my job to watch out for our 
friends. 

UOh look! Here's a big patch of nettles young enough 
not to prickle if I grab them right!" 

Quickly and deftly he pulled, and I held the basket 
right before him so  that he could drop them at once. Our 
attention became so concentrated on the job that w e  didn't 
see Shao-ku and Ngu-tsee come around the boulder between 
u s  and the river. Our first intimation that we had company 
was shrill, jeering laughter and the familiar chant, 'The 
Hos are eating pig-feed! The Hos are eating pig-feed!w 

KO-KO jumped right over the handful of nettles he had 
just pulled, and rammed it right into Ngu-tsee's astounded 
face. Then he started after Shao-ku. Both boys fled yelling 
for help, but a s  soon as  they had retreated a safe distance, 
the hateful chant began again. A meeting with them under 
any other circumstance would have been the beginning of 
hours of happy play, but now, our whole day was ruined. 

I hollered, "Of course we're picking pig-feed. How 
else  can we fatten our pig for the feast?" 

Shao-ku yelled back, 'What pig? What pig? We know 
you don't have a pig!" 



Ngu-tsee added, 'IIow can you feed a pig when you 
don't even have food for yourself?" And the hateful chant 
continued. 

I picked upa stone to throw at them, but KO-ko grabbed 
m y  wrist. "Forget it, Bao, let's fill our basket and go home. 
Nettle soup the way Grandma makes it sounds awfully 
good. " 

"They're probably going home to rice and dofu (bean 
curds) fried with pork!" I sniffled angrily. Turning my back 
to hide the tears of frustration, I added bitterly, "We haven't 
had anything since we finished our New Year's cakes yes- 
terday morning. Why can't Father have a shop in town like 
Shao-ku's father, or make shoes, or be a carpenter? Then 
we could eat everyday!" 

A sharp kick in the seat of my pants was KO-ko's an- 

gry reply. 

"Get that basket back here where I can reach it, stu- 
pid! Now look what you've made me d ~ . ~  

Red welts were rising on the back of his hand where 
thenettles had stung him when he tried to reach the basket. 

Penitently I dropped the basket at  his feet and ran in 
search of a piece of granite and one of limestone. Rubbing 
them together a s  I ran back, I smoothed the powder on the 
nettle welts, and we returned sullenly to our picking. The 
thought of having something to eat, even though it was only 
'pig-feed' spurred u s  on. I kept hoping we had a little sa l t  
left. No matter how hungry you are, unsalted nettle greens 
are almost too bitter to eat. 

Then I began thinking of Father again, and I guess 
KO-ko was too, because after awhile he said, "Maybe Father 
will bring home some big fish this time and get enough 
money to buy some pork. We could go to the m i l l  and ask 
for sweepings and Mother could make some mien-pansa for 
supper!" The thought brightened my whole outlook, and 
KO-ko and I chattered merrily a s  we went home with our 
basketful of greens. 



F a t h e r  hadn' t  come y e t ,  but  Mother s a i d  i t  w a s  s t i l l  
too ea r ly  in t h e  d a y  to look for him. She  WR.S s i t t i n g  by t h e  
f ire ,  kni t t ing ,  too g r e a t  with ch i ld ,  now, to d o  much of any- 
th ing  e l s e .  

Dee-dee  w a s  c rawl ing  around o n  t h e  f loor,  and h e  
chor t led  wi th  g l e e  when KO-ko picked him up. 

"Here," Grandmother ordered ,  holding o u t  t h e  s m a l l  
wooden barrel  for car ry ing wa te r ,  'put t h e  baby down. H e  
w a s  p lay ing  a l l  r igh t  before  you came.  T h a t ' s  a f ine  m e s s  
of g r e e n s ,  b u t  I h a v e  to h a v e  water  to w a s h  and c o o k  them. 
Hurry ! " 

KO-ko set t h e  baby down and p u t  t h e  barre l  s t r a p  o v e r  
h i s  head.  Grabbing t h e  copper  d ipper  h e  ran  o u t  and down 
t h e  path  toward t h e  river.  I w a s  go ing  to fol low him, but  
Dee-dee ' s  s c r e a m i n g  and blother's compla in ing t h a t  h e  would 
have  to u p s e t  t h e  baby,  s topped  me. I r eached  in to  my pock- 
et a n d  pul led  o u t  t h e  red yarn I'd found t ang led  in t h e  b u s h e s  
t h a t  morning. A s  I dang led  i t  b a c k  and forth i n  front  of him, 
h e  s t o p p e d  crying and s t a r t e d  reach ing  for it .  

Grandmother had t a k e n  a p i e c e  of smoked ta l low down 
from o v e r  t h e  f i replace .  She  began  c u t t i n g  i t  up in to  s m a l l  
p i e c e s .  

"Do w e  h a v e  s a l t ,  Grandma?"I a s k e d ,  hopefully. 

"Yes ,  B a o ,  w e  got l o t s  of s a l t  as New Year  g i f t s  
t h i s  y e a r ,  and i t  wi l l  l a s t  a w h i l e  if you'll  k e e p  o u t  of it." 

I grinned gui l t i ly .  Grandmother a l w a y s  knew when I 
got in to  misch ie f ,  bu t  s h e  never s l a p p e d  me for i t  as s h e  
d id  KO-ko or  o u r  o lde r  brother. When s h e  got in to  o n e  o f  he r  
s c o l d i n g  moods and had the  whole  family quaver ing  under 
her  s h a r p  tongue,  s h e  rare ly  inc luded me. Her  v o i c e  a l w a y s  
s e e m e d  to p u t  t h e  r ea l  meaning ( "p rec iousw)  i n t o  my name. 
B u t  b e s t  of a l l  were  t h e  long e v e n i n g s  when s h e  told s t o r i e s  
to u s  as w e  sat around t h e  fire.  

My rever i e s  were  interrupted b y  t h e  re turn  of KO-ko 
with t h e  water .  



Dee-dee squealed with delight and started crawling 
off to h i m ,  dragging m y  yarn along. 

KO-ko poured the water into the larger barrel and 
turned to go for more. Grandmother stopped h im.  

"No, that's enough for now. Tie the baby on your 
back and go out, with Bao to gather wood." 

I had gotten back m y  yarn from Dee-dee. I might need 
it to go fishing sometime. Carefully winding i t  up, I put i t  
in my pocket and followed KO-ko out. Dee-dee was bouncing 
with glee a t  getting to go out, and squinting i n  the bright 
sunlight. 

By the time we had each gathered an armload of drift- 
wood and small branches, we were sure the soup must be 
about ready. 

Dee-dee started howling when we went back into the 
house, but Mother was blowing and cooling a bowl of soup 
for him and soon had him quieted. 

We threw down our wood and scrambled for the biggest 
bowl of soup. A s  we ate, I began complaining again of hav- 
ing no bread to eat with our soup. 

"Why do we have to be so poor? Why can't Father have 
a job in town so  we can buy food? 

"We're poorer than the beggars in town," KO-ko put 
in. "At least they get tsamba and tea, and some people even 
give them meat." 

"All we have is 'pig feed'", I sniffed, tears of morti- 
fication brimming i n  m y  eyes at  the recollections of the 
taunts of our friends. 'It's because Father is lazy. Everyone 
says S O  ! " 

A stinging slap almost over-balanced me. 

"Ill-omened child!" My mother's eyes flashed. "Dare 
you speak so disrespectfully of your father?" 



R u b b i n g  my burn ing  c h e e k  I tu rned  to Grandmother  for  
s y m p a t h y ,  b u t  s h e  had  t h e  q u i z z i c a l  look of s o m e o n e  wa tch -  
i n g  a p l a y  a n d  wonder ing  w h a t  t h e  o u t c o m e  wi l l  be. 

"You know h e  h a s  t h e  f i e l d s  to t end .  How c a n  h e  h a v e  
a job  in  t own ,  too?" 

I t  w a s  o n  t h e  t i p  of my t o n g u e  to po in t  o u t  t h a t  eve ry -  
o n e  e l s e  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  had a l r e a d y  p l a n t e d  t h e i r  w h e a t  o r  
b a r l e y  w h i l e  o u r  f i e l d s  s t i l l  l a y  fa l low.  My th robb ing  c h e e k  
k e p t  m e  q u i e t ,  b u t  i t  d i d n ' t  s t i l l  t h e  b i t t e r n e s s  w e l l i n g  up  
in  my heart .  

"When I grow up," I  t hough t ,  "I'm g o i n g  to b e  t h e  r ich-  
est man i n  Batang ."  

B u t  Mother hadn ' t  f i n i s h e d  ye t .  'Who s a y s  he ' s  l a z y ?  
What b u s i n e s s  h a v e  y o u  g o i n g  a b o u t  l i s t e n i n g  to t o w n  gos- 
s i p s ?  H e  gets t h e  f i e l d s  p l a n t e d  when  h e  i s n ' t  f i sh ing .  A t  
f e a s t  t i m e s  h e  gets a good  p r i c e  for  h i s  f i s h ,  a n d  w e  eat 
w e l l  t hen .  

You don ' t  e v e n  know y e t  w h a t  i t  i s  to s u f f e r  from 
hunger ,"  s h e  c o n t i n u e d ,  "but  b e i n g  a c h i l d  of i l l -omen 
you' l l  d o u b t l e s s  l e a r n  s o o n  enough .  I wonder  you 've  l i v e d  
t h i s  long!" 

Grandmother  had r e f i l l ed  my bowl ,  b u t  i t  sat  t h e r e  
u n t o u c h e d ,  as I l i s t e n e d ,  a m a z e d ,  to Mother 's t i r ade .  

"If y o u  th ink  we're  so poor n o w , y o u  s h o u l d  h a v e  s e e n  
us  w h e n  y o u  w e r e  born! T h a t  w a s  a t e r r i b l e  winter .  E v e r y  
t i m e  w e  got a l i t t l e  a h e a d  w e  w e r e  robbed."  

Grandmother  i n t e r rup ted ,  "I t  w a s  your  o w n  f a u l t  for  
l i v i n g  o u t s i d e  of  town." 

Mother s h o t  he r  a n  angry  g l a n c e ,  b u t  w e n t  o n  as though  
unin ter rupted .  " E l e v e n  t i m e s  in  t h a t  o n e  win ter !  I 'll n e v e r  
f o r g e t  t h e  l a s t  t ime.  

F a t h e r  had  c o m e  home wi th  a n  u n u s u a l l y  good  c a t c h  
of f i s h  j u s t  i n  t i m e  to s e l l  them for t h e  New Year  f e a s t s .  
With s o m e  of  t h e  money  I bough t  s o m e  new c l o t h ,  n i c e  a n d  



soft, o n e  p i e c e  for wrapping ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  I made  two  
l i t t l e  s h i r t s .  

T h e n  w e  bough t  s o m e  New Year  t r e a t s  for o u r s e l v e s  
and  for  e x c h a n g e  g i f t s  for  o u r  f r i ends .  I t  w a s  t h e  b e s t  w e  
had  e v e r  done .  H e r  t o n e  had s o f t e n e d .  

"For  o n c e ,  i t  w a s  wi th  p r ide  I s e n t  t h e  g i f t s  to o u r  
f r i ends .  And w e ,  i n  turn ,  r e c e i v e d  b e t t e r  t h a n  u s u a l .  

a I t  tu rned  s u d d e n l y  c o l d e r ,  a n d  w e  w e n t  to bed  e a r l i e r  
t h a t  night .  T h e  b l a z e  of t o r c h e s  a n d  rough v o i c e s  a r o u s e d  
me. We w e r e  r u d e l y  ro l led  o u t  of bed  as o u r  b e d d i n g  w a s  
s n a t c h e d  r i g h t  from a round  us.  

I g rabbed  KO-ko in  my a r m s  a n d  Da-ko  b y  t h e  hand 
( H e  w a s  too te r r i f ied  to make  a s o u n d )  a n d  d r a g g e d  them to 
t h e  f a r t h e s t  co rne r ,  s h o u t i n g  to your  f a t h e r  to s a v e  t h e  b a b y  
c l o t h e s .  

T h e y  b e a t  him a b o u t  t h e  head  a n d  s h o u l d e r s  a n d  threw 
him i n t o  t h e  co rne r  w i th  your  b ro the r s  a n d  me. T h i s  t i m e  
t h e y  e v e n  took  ou r  c o o k i n g  k e t t l e  a n d  wooden  bowls .  We 
w e r e  l u c k y  to b e  l e f t  w i th  o u r  c l o t h e s  o n ,  I g u e s s .  T h e r e  
w a s  no th ing  e l s e  lef t -not  e v e n  a p o t  for  h e a t i n g  water .  

Groan ing ,  your  f a t h e r  fanned  t h e  c o a l s  i n  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  
i n t o  a s m a l l  fire.  T h e r e  w e  huddled  unt i l  dawn .  KO-ko had 
c r i ed  h imsel f  to s l e e p .  Da-ko  sa t  s i l e n t l y  l e a n i n g  a g a i n s t  
me ,  h i s  e y e s  s t i l l  w i d e  wi th  fright.  

Sudden ly  I knew my t ime had come.  I q u i c k l y  g a v e  
KO-ko t o  your  f a the r  a n d  w e n t  t o  our  e m p t y  bed  to s u f f e r  t h e  
b i r th  p a n g s .  

F o r  a l l  w e  had su f f e red  w h i l e  I c a r r i e d  you ,  y o u  c a m e  
w i t h  a hea r ty  c ry .  Ano the r  man-chi ld.  My fourth;  a n d  I had  
n o t  a r a g ,  e v e n ,  i n  wh ich  t o  wrap  you.  N o t  e v e n  a rag!" 

Mother 's  v o i c e  f aded  out .  T h e  t e n s e  s i l e n c e  c r e a t e d  
by he r  s t o r y  w a s  s h a t t e r e d  by Dee-dee .  H e  t i p p e d  h i s  bowl  
of s o u p  i n t o  t h e  fire.  

I knew t h e  s t o r y - t e l l i n g  w a s  o v e r  for t h e  d a y ,  b u t  o n e  
t h o u g h t  k e p t  bo ther ing  me. Mother s a i d  I w a s  he r  fourth s o n .  



V a p  se~olleotim# began wming me of' mfereW~ 
b e Pimt chiid who had died in infan~y. I wished b keora 
mom about ow ieMest br&w, bab oas gI;&aw at Mother'+ 
faos told me @he woufd mtwtws2lxom~ questisne nm. The pwt 
had been thusst h m  hw rtO mpe with prea8-npI problesae. 
Maybe I muld et, Grandmother to tell me eom&imcb. 

Kwh a d  I w s r n d d  oataid@ w h m  tbs IOVQ~~ s~pt.ing 
sunshine called ko us. 

go down where thtb Pivwg me& a& watoh Pos 
Father," K e k o  augg.e~ced. 'Maybe hs'll be c o m i ~  with a 
p o d  catch Way.m (We cald allarray8 hap@ for the Bmb.) 
Buit Father didn't come. 





Chapter I I 

n e  e v e n i n g  a f t e r  our  tsamba and  tea, Grand- 0 
mother s t a r t e d  t e l l ing  s t o r i e s .  Mother w a s  very t i red  (we'd 
worked in t h e  f i e l d s  a l l  d a y  b e c a u s e  F a t h e r  f ina l ly  got 
around to plant ing ,  so we  a l l  had to pi tch  in and help) ,  and 
s h e  had a l r e a d y  g o n e  to s l e e p  wi th  Dee-dee.  

T h i s  w a s  my opportunity.  'Grandmother," I a s k e d .  
'What happened to our  o l d e s t  brother?" 

'It i s  good ,  B a o ,  t h a t  you a s k  w h i l e  your mother i s  
a s l e e p .  T h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n  g r i e v e s  her  deep ly ,  for i t  w a s  a 
d i r e c t  blow from t h e  gods .  

'He w a s  a f ine ,  fat boy; a beaut i fu l  ch i ld ,  her  f i r s t  
born; bu t  s h e  p u t  off making a n y  offering for him unti l  s h e  
could br ing  him b a c k  home to Bamding. 

"Since you h a v e  never  y e t  been  there ,  you c a n n o t  
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  a u s t e r e  h e i g h t s  of o u r  town, and t h e  barren,  
w i n d s w e p t  p l a t e a u  where  w e  l ived.  

'Our mountain r i s e s  to a modified p e a k  behind t h e  
town and o n  t h e  p e a k  i s  a chorten and a mani pile.  

'On a bright  morning your mother wi th  t h e  baby o n  he r  
back,  and  her  younger  s i s t e r  car ry ing a v o t i v e  of fer ing ,  
s t a r t e d  up t h e  chorten. T h e r e  they w e n t  through t h e  ce re -  
mony of p resen t ing  t h e  baby to t h e  mountain god. Your 
mother then handed t h e  baby  to her s i s t e r  and proceeded to 



l i gh t  t h e  i n c e n s e  at t h e  s h r i n e  a n d  t o  properly a r r a n g e  t h e  
offer ing.  

Sudden ly  t h e  s k y  d a r k e n e d ,  a n d  before  your  mother  
could  turn  from t h e  s h r i n e ,  s w i r l i n g  s n o w f l a k e s  had s h u t  
her s i s t e r  and  t h e  baby  from s igh t .  T h e  roa r ing  of  t h e  wind  
w h i c h  had  b rough t  t h e  s n o w  drowned o u t  t h e i r  c r i e s  for o n e  
ano the r .  

A s  s u d d e n l y  as t h e  s torm had come  i t  b lew i t s e l f  ou t .  
T h e r e  sat my d a u g h t e r s ,  j u s t  a few y a r d s  a p a r t ,  c o m p l e t e l y  
s w a t h e d  in  s n o w .  T h e y  r o s e  a n d  s t a g g e r e d  to e a c h  o t h e r ,  
t h e i r  l imbs  numb wi th  t h e  co ld .  

'My baby! H o w ' s  my baby? '  g a s p e d  your  mother .  

H e  w a s  f rozen  d e a d  wi th  a d reamy  s m i l e  o n  h i s  t i n y  
round face." 

KO-ko a n d  I c r e p t  q u i e t l y  off to b e d ,  l e a v i n g  Grand-  
mother  g a z i n g  i n t o  t h e  f l i cke r ing  f i re ,  a fa r -away look  o n  
he r  f a c e .  

T h e  summer  p a s s e d  rap id ly .  We had h a r v e s t e d  o u r  
corn ,  a n d  wi th  c a r e f u l  u s e  i t  might l a s t  th rough t h e  win ter .  
Mother had  managed  to g e t  s o m e  b a r l e y  from r e l a t i v e s  i n  
Bamding  for a much lower  p r i c e  t h a n  w e  c o u l d  buy  i t  i n  
town. T h e  p r o s p e c t s  for  t h e  win te r  l ooked  good ,  for o n c e .  

Our new b a b y  s i s t e r  w a s  l e a r n i n g  to s m i l e  a n d  KO-ko 
and  I o f t e n  v i ed  for  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  ca r ry ing  her  o n  o u r  
b a c k s .  D e e - d e e  w a s  running  a l l  o v e r  now,  g e t t i n g  i n t o  e v e r y -  
th ing ,  a n d  h a v i n g  t a n t r u m s  if Mother w e n t  a n y w h e r e  w i t h o u t  
him. Da-ko s t i l l  s p e n t  m o s t  of h i s  t ime  f i s h i n g  wi th  F a t h e r .  
How I longed  for t h e  t i m e  w h e n  I would b e  o l d  e n o u g h  to go 
wi th  them! 

O n e  morning w h e n  Mother w a s  t a k i n g  KO-ko to t h e  
t a i l o r  to h a v e  s o m e  p a n t s  made ,  s h e  l e f t  Grandmother  a n d  
me i n  c h a r g e  of D e e - d e e  and  t h e  baby.  

D e e - d e e  threw h imsel f  o n  t h e  f loor  a n d  b e g a n  k i c k i n g  
and  sc reaming .  I w a s  angry  b e c a u s e  I couldn ' t  go a l o n g ,  b u t  



having to s t a y  with t h i s  howling b ra t  w a s  too much. I hauled  
off and  s l a p p e d  him ful l  i n  t h e  face. Ele s topped  for o n e  
s t a r t l e d  moment, on ly  to doub le  h i s  volume. 

Grandmother jerked me back  by the  elbow. 'Bao!" 
s h e  exc la imed  reproachfully.  'Your own l i t t l e  brother,  a n d  
h e  no  more than  a baby!" 

'He d o e s n ' t  h a v e  to s c r e a m  l ike  that." I had to s h o u t  
my rep ly  to b e  heard a b o v e  h i s  wai ls .  

Gen t ly  pul l ing  my head toward her,  Grandmother s a i d ,  
'Feel t h e  b a c k  of your head ,  Bao." 

S u s p e c t i n g  t h a t  a s t o r y  w a s  forthcoming, I qu ick ly  
complied.  

Dee-dee,  r e a l i z i n g  he  w a s  no longer t h e  c e n t e r  of 
a t t en t ion ,  c a m e  crawl ing o v e r  to us ,  and  sni f f ingly  l a id  h i s  
head i n  my lap.  

Remorseful ly ,  I pa t t ed  h i s  c h e e k  where  my f inger  
p r in t s  s t i l l  s h o w e d  red. With my o the r  hand I w a s  s t i l l  ex-  
ploring t h e  odd  bumps and  knobs  o n  t h e  b a c k  of my head.  

"If you th ink Dee-dee  i s  so  bad when your mother 
l e a v e s ,  c o n s i d e r  yourself ."  

"I don' t  unders t and ,  Grandmother," I s a i d ,  s t i l l  feel-  
ing  t h e  back  of my head.  I t  d idn ' t  hurt. 

"When you were  Dee-dee ' s  age, you not  on ly  k icked  
and s c r e a m e d ,  you b e a t  t h e  b a c k  of your head on  t h e  floor. 
T h o s e  lumps a r e  a l a s t i n g  tes t imony of your temper." 

I f e l t  them a g a i n  i n  amazement.  

"Dee-dee i s  very good compared to you," Granny 
smi led .  

Dee-dee  pul led  h i s  f ingers  o u t  of h i s  mouth a n d  
turned to grin at her. T h e n  h e  looked up a t  me, and when I 
smi led  h e  s t a r t e d  s u c k i n g  h i s  f ingers  a g a i n ,  ly ing  o n  t h e  
f loor with h i s  head in my lap.  



Again I f e l t  my head,  scowl ing  in t h e  a t t empt  to un- 
de r s t and .  "You mean I bumped my own head so hard i t  l e f t  
bumps l i k e  th i s?"  

"Yes ,  Bao. I t  a l m o s t  seemed  l i k e  you wished to ki l l  
yourself  in your a n g e r  at  your mother for l eav ing  you." 

"Did i t  make  s o r e s  t h a t  bled?" 

"Some became  running s o r e s  t h a t  would n o t  hea l  for 
weeks .  Somet imes  you would cry t h e  whole  t ime your mother 
w a s  gone.  n 

"Dee-dee  i s  good,  i sn ' t  he?" I murmured, as a s o b b i n g  
s i g h  shook  him. "Oh, look! He 's  a s l e e p . "  

Grandmother s l o w l y  r o s e  to her feet with t h e  s l e e p i n g  
baby t ied  to her  back.  S h e  gen t ly  l i f ted  Dee-dee  and ca r r i ed  
him a c r o s s  to t h e  bed i n  t h e  corner  of t h e  room. I t  w a s  bu i l t  
up j u s t  enough a b o v e  floor l e v e l  so t h a t  w e  wouldn't  m a k e  
the  m i s t a k e  of walking o n  anyone  s l e e p i n g  the re  dur ing  t h e  
day.  

T h e  baby  made a few l i t t l e  c ry ing n o i s e s ,  bu t  Grand- 
mother s w a y e d  and j iggled ,  c luck ing  and crooning to s t i l l  her.  

"Now, B a o ,  you run o u t  and  p ick  up s o m e  s t i c k s .  I'll 
s t i r  up t h e  f ire ,  and we' l l  h a v e  a bowl of tea whi le  t h e  h o u s e  
i s  quiet ."  

I d a s h e d  o u t  eager ly .  I knew a bowl of tea wi th  Grand- 
mother mean t  a s tory .  Would s h e  t e l l  a b o u t  when s h e  w a s  
l i t t l e ?  Maybe she 'd  t e l l  a b o u t  Mother. She  knew many s t o r i e s  
and l e g e n d s  a b o u t  o u r  re l ig ion a n d  our  c u s t o m s ,  and how 
t h e y  began.  Maybe s h e  would t e l l  s o m e  of them. 

A s  I ga the red  twigs  a n d  s m a l l  b ranches ,  a s u d d e n  b l a s t  
of cold  wind made  me shiver .  I r e a l i z e d  KO-ko and I would 
s o o n  h a v e  to b e  ga the r ing  a l l  t h e  dr i f t  wood we  could  find 
a l o n g  t h e  r ive r  b a n k s  for our  winter  s u p p l y  of fuel.  

I hurried home puffing with my , , smal l  load.  Grand- 
mother k n e l t  by  t h e  f i r ep lace  and  s o o n  had a handful of my 
twigs  b laz ing  and added  a few s t i c k s .  T h e n  s h e  set t h e  



b l a c k  c l a y  t e a p o t  o n  t h e  f i re .  We sat toge the r  i n  s i l e n c e ,  
w a t c h i n g  t h e  f l a m e s  a n d  l i s t e n i n g  for t h e  t e a p o t  to s t a r t  
s ing ing .  Somet imes  i t  s o u n d e d  j u s t  l i k e  a C h i n e s e  funera l .  

A s  s o o n  as i t  s t a r t e d  s i n g i n g ,  I jumped up a n d  g r a b b e d  
our  wooden b o w l s  from a s h e l f  i n  t h e  co rne r ,  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  
b lowing  them as Mother  a n d  Granny  a l w a y s  d id .  

Granny  poured  mine  f i r s t  a n d  handed  i t  c a r e f u l l y  to 
me. Yummmmm! T h a t  warm, bu t t e ry  s m e l l .  T h e r e ' s  no th ing  
l i k e  i t  i n  all t h e  world! 

Grandmother  set her  bowl  o n  t h e  palm of her  l e f t  h a n d  
and  w a t c h e d  t h e  s t e a m  c u r l i n g  s l o w l y  u p  a n d  d i s a p p e a r i n g  
i n  l i t t l e  s w i r l s .  

"Tha t ' s  o u r  l i v e s ,  B ~ O , ~  s h e  s a i d  so f t l y .  'Our l i v e s  
s t a r t i n g  u p  from warm mother  ear th-and  v a n i s h i n g  i n t o  
nothing." 

H e r  ve ry  t o n e s  g a v e  m e  a s e n s e  of mys te ry  a n d  a w e .  
I l e a n e d  a l i t t l e  c l o s e r  to her ,  hop ing  d e s p e r a t e l y  t h a t  noth- 
i n g  would b r e a k  t h e  s p e l l  s h e  w a s  beg inn ing  to w e a v e .  

"Bao, you  w i l l  l i v e  to see many s t r a n g e  th ings .  T h i n g s  
I c a n n o t  e v e n  dream. T h e  world wi l l  c h a n g e  g r e a t l y  d u r i n g  
your  l i f e  a n d  you  w i l l  b e  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  s o m e  of  t h o s e  
c h a n g e s  . " 

Aga in  s h e  g a z e d  s i l e n t l y  i n t o  t h e  s t e a m .  I w a s  a f r a i d  
to s i p  my tea l e s t  my a c t i o n  b r e a k  t h e  s p e l l .  S lowly  s h e  
b lew t h e  bu t t e r  i n  he r  bowl  to t h e  far  e d g e  a n d  took  a s i p .  
Hal f  fear fu l ly  I fo l lowed  h e r  example .  

"In o u r  r e l i g ion ,  B a o ,  k i n d n e s s  to e.very c r e a t u r e ,  n o  
ma t t e r  w h a t  s t a t i o n  in  l i f e ,  i s  o u r  gu ide .  A l w a y s  remember ,  
w h e r e v e r  you  go, w h a t e v e r  you  do:  B e  Kind.  You wi l l  n o t  
a l w a y s  find k i n d n e s s ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  l e t  k i n d n e s s  r u l e  your  
l i fe .  " 

'Why i s  G r a n n y  s a y i n g  t h e s e  t h i n g s  to me?"I wondered .  
I t h o u g h t  s h e  w a s  g o i n g  to t e l l  m e  s o m e  s t o r i e s ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  
s h e  s a y s  t h i n g s  hard  to u n d e r s t a n d  b u t  good to l i s t e n  to. 



S h e  s a w  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i n  my e y e s  a n d  l aughed .  Re f i l l -  
i n g  o u r  b o w l s  wi th  h o t  tea, s h e  s a i d ,  'Let m e  t e l l  you  a b o u t  
my p i lg r image  to Khawa-kabo" ( t h e  mounta in  o f  S i l v e r  Snow). 

Our o l d e r  bro ther  w h o  had  s p e n t  t h e  summer  f i s h i n g  
with F a t h e r  w a s  b a c k  home now, for t h e  w i n t e r  had tu rned  
s u d d e n l y  s e v e r e l y  co ld .  

T h a t  w in te r  t h e r e  w a s  a typhoid  ep idemic .  P e o p l e  
were  d y i n g  e v e r y  d a y .  Grandfa the r  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  to go from 
our  family. Ije w a s n ' t  s i c k  ve ry  long.  I w a s n ' t  y e t  a c c u s -  
tomed to t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  h e  w a s  d e a d ,  when  o n e  of my 
c o u s i n s  c a m e  runn ing  w i t h  t h e  n e w s  t h a t  h i s  mother ,  o u r  
a u n t ,  had d i ed .  

T h e  v e r y  n e x t  d a y  KO-ko w a s  s i c k .  H e  l a y  o n  a p a l l e t  
by t h e  f i r e  a n d  moaned a n d  t o s s e d .  D e e - d e e  a n d  t h e  baby  
were  f u s s y  a n d  f e v e r i s h ,  too, so Mother w a s  k e p t  b u s y  wi th  
them. 

Grandmother ,  w i t h  a w h i t e  c l o t h  t i e d  a round  he r  head  
to s h o w  h e r  mourning  for  my a u n t ,  w a s  b u s y  d a y  a n d  n ight ,  
p repar ing  m e a l s ,  s o o t h i n g  t h e  f eve red  l i m b s  of  t h e  s i c k  
o n e s .  Da-ko  a n d  I c a r r i e d  so much water .  We had  to b reak  
t h e  i c e  to g e t  it. I w a s  g l a d  KO-ko and  I had g a t h e r e d  so 
much wood i n  t h e  f a l l ,  b u t  w e  w e r e  u s i n g  i t  up  f a s t .  

I t  w a s  l a t e  a f t e rnoon  two d a y s  l a t e r  when  KO-ko d i e d .  
I w a s  a w a r e  t h a t  h e  had  s t o p p e d  moaning ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  r ea l -  
i z e  h e  w a s  d e a d  unt i l  Mother  c o v e r e d  he r  f a c e  wi th  a c l o t h  
and  b e g a n  w a i l i n g  for  h e r  s o n .  Granny  a n d  t h e  l i t t l e  o n e s  
joined i n  t h e  wa i l i ng .  F a t h e r  p i c k e d  up  h i s  body gen t ly .  
We had no th ing  i n  w h i c h  to w r a p  him, n o t  e v e n  a n  o l d  g u n n y  
s a c k  as o t h e r  poor  f a m i l i e s  u s e .  Da-ko  a n d  I fo l lowed  F a t h e r  
o u t  of  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  down  to t h e  river.  

N o t  unt i l  I s a w  my fa the r  p o i s e d  to throw KO-ko i n t o  
t h e  r i v e r  d i d  I find my vo ice .  "No! No!," I s c r e a m e d ,  "Don' t  
throw him in  t h a t  co ld  water ."  

H e  l anded  wi th  a s p l a s h  o u t  i n  t h e  ma in  cu r r en t ,  b u t  
t h e  r i v e r  w a s  too low to c a r r y  him far.  I r a n  d o w n  s t r e a m ,  



fol lowing t h e  body and sc reaming  and crying for KO-ko. 
T h e n  h i s  c lo th ing  c a u g h t  o n  a s n a g  midstream. I wanted  to 
w a d e  o u t  in to  t h e  wa te r  and bring him back. My fa ther  and  
brother  had to d r a g  me a w a y  from the re  forcibly.  

E v e r y  d a y  for t w e l v e  d a y s  I w e n t  down to t h e  r iver  to 
see KO-ko bobbing up and down in t h e  sha l low water ,  and  I 
s p e n t  hours  e a c h  d a y  j u s t  s i t t i n g  t h e r e  and  remembering 
the  t h i n g s  w e  used to d o  together .  E v e n  now, in  t roubled 
d reams ,  I s t i l l  see h i s  body bobbing up and down in t h e  r iver  
where  w e  had s p e n t  so  many happy hours dur ing  our  e a r l y  
y e a r s  together .  

T h e  fol lowing s p r i n g  I s t a r t e d  to primary schoo l .  Most 
of t h e  o the r  chi ldren  w e n t  home for the i r  midday meal.  Mow- 
ever ,  I knew m o s t  of t h e  t ime  t h a t  the re  would b e  nothing to 
eat at my home, so ordinar i ly  I s t a y e d  at s c h o o l  and took a 
nap. Somet imes  I wa lked  home j u s t  to b e  do ing  something.  
O n c e  i n  a w h i l e  I would v i s i t  o n e  of my r e l a t i v e s  in  h o p e s  of 
ge t t ing  a bowl of s o u p  o r  s o m e  lef tovers ;  b u t  they too, w e r e  
poor, and o f t en  my v i s i t s  w e r e  as f r u i t l e s s  as i t  would h a v e  
been  to go home. 

When o u r  baby  s i s t e r  had learned to wa lk ,  w e  had an- 
o the r  baby  brother. Ile w a s  fat and  hea l thy ,  and somehow I 
f e l t  l i k e  h e  had  come  to comfort  u s  for t h e  loss of KO-ko. 

T h a t  y e a r  w e  had a n o t h e r  good c r o p  of corn and our  
p r o s p e c t s  w e r e  a g a i n  looking up. When t h e  baby  w a s  f ive  
months o l d ,  our  e n t i r e  family w e n t  o u t  for t h e  corn  harves t .  
When t h e  corn i s  r ipening,  a s t r a w  h o u s e  i s  bu i l t  i n  t h e  
f ield for s h e l t e r  for  t h o s e  who guard t h e  corn. Somet imes  my 
fa ther  s t a y e d  o u t  there ,  and somet imes  my brother  a n d  I 
took a turn guard ing  t h e  corn. 

When w e  wen t  to h a r v e s t  o u r  crop,  w e  took o u r  m e a l s  
in t h e  l i t t l e  s t r a w  hut. In t h e  af ternoon the  baby  took h i s  
nap  in  t h e  she l t e r .  

After  t h e  noon meal ,  w e  covered  t h e - . f i r e  with a s h e s  
and w e n t  back  to work p ick ing  corn. I w a s  working n e a r e s t  



to t h e  s h e l t e r  when  I hea rd  t h e  b a b y  c r y i n g  and  w e n t  to see 
w h a t  w a s  t h e  t rouble.  T h e  s h e l t e r  had  c a u g h t  o n  fire! 

Ye l l i ng  at  t h e  t o p  of my v o i c e  for my p a r e n t s ,  I d a s h e d  
r igh t  i n t o  t h e  f l a m e s  to t ry  to s a v e  t h e  baby.  T h e  f i re  w a s  
too ho t  a n d  I s t a g g e r e d  b a c k  o n l y  to t ry  a g a i n  from a n o t h e r  
s i d e .  I burned  my face, h a n d s  a n d  f e e t ,  b u t  t h e  baby ' s  
a g o n i z e d  s c r e a m s  d rew me a g a i n  i n t o  t h e  f l ames .  I cou ldn ' t  
r e a c h  him. B y  t h e  t ime  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  fami ly  c a m e ,  i t  w a s  
too l a t e .  J u s t  as  KO-ko's body  i n  t h e  r ive r  h a u n t s  me  i n  
d r e a m s ,  so d o  my b a b y  bro ther ' s  s c r e a m s  as  h e  burned up  
t h a t  summer  d a y  i n  ou r  cornf ie ld .  

Now o n l y  t h r e e  of  u s  b o y s  w e r e  l e f t ,  G w a y - s e n ,  T s a i ,  
and  I-and o u r  l i t t l e  s i s t e r .  Gway-sen  w a s  g e t t i n g  o l d  e n o u g h  
to get work to h e l p  s u p p o r t  u s ,  a n d  I b e g a n  t a k i n g  h i s  p l a c e  
wi th  o u r  father .  

V a c a t i o n s  c a m e  in  t h e  w i n t e r  a n d  mine  w e r e  s p e n t  
f i s h i n g  wi th  my f a t h e r  i n  t h e  Y a n g t z e  River .  I t  w a s  a l o n g  
f i f t een  mi l e  wa lk  i n  t h e  c o l d  w e a t h e r ,  a n d  w e  d a r e d  n o t  t a k e  
e x t r a  c l o t h i n g  for  f ea r  of  robbery.  

My fa the r  had  a s m a l l  f i s h  b a s k e t  for m e  to u s e  i n  
c a r r y i n g  t h e  f i s h  b a c k  to town  to s e l l ,  a n d  i t  w a s  my job to 
run b a c k  to t o w n  w i t h  t h e  f i s h  before  s u n u p  so t h e y  would  
b e  f r e s h  o n  t h e  market .  

B e f o r e  I w a s  o l d  e n o u g h  to go a l o n g  o n  t h e  f i s h i n g  
t r i p s ,  my f a the r  had d i s c o v e r e d  a l a r g e  c a v e  n e a r  t h e  r iver .  
T h i s  w a s  a l w a y s  u s e d  for o u r  s h e l t e r .  We s p e n t  o u r  d a y s  
wa tch ing  t h e  p o l e s  a n d  c a r r y i n g  wood to h e a t  o u r  c a v e  i n  
t h e  long ,  co ld  n igh t s .  T h e r e  w a s  no  v e n t  for t h e  s m o k e ,  a n d  
t h e  wind  p r e v e n t e d  i t  from e s c a p i n g  through t h e  e n t r a n c e .  
I l oweve r ,  t h e  warmth from t h e  f i re  w a s  n e c e s s a r y ,  so  t h e  
s m o k e  had  to b e  t o l e r a t e d .  

Worse t h a n  t h e  s m o k e ,  i n  my e s t i m a t i o n ,  w a s  t h e  
n ight ly  hoo t ing  of  t h e  o w l s ,  w h i c h  w e r e ,  i n  my imag ina t ion ,  
t h e  m o a n s  a n d  c r i e s  of t h e  d e a d  who  had  b e e n  bur ied  i n  t h e  
r iver .  



T h e  mouth of ou r  c a v e  ove r looked  t h e  r iver ,  a n d  t h e  
rocky t r a i l  to ou r  f i s h  l i n e s  fol lowed t h e  r ive r  for half  a 
mile .  O n e  f a l s e  s i e p  a n y w h e r e  a l o n g  t h e  t ra i l  m e a n t  i n s t a n t  
d e a t h  in  t h e  roa r ing  r i v e r  be low.  T h e  l i n e s  had to b e  c h e c k e d  
t w i c e  n ight ly ;  o n c e  l a t e  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  a n d  a g a i n  b e f o r e  
dawn.  

O n e  n i g h t  s t a n d s  o u t  v iv id ly  i n  my memory. I had 
groped  my w a y  s t e p  b y  s t e p  a l o n g  t h e  face of t h e  c l i f f  to 
our  f i s h i n g  p o l e s .  H a v i n g  c h e c k e d  them a l l ,  I w a s  j u s t  
tu rn ing  to g r o p e  my w a y  b a c k  to o u r  s m o k e y  c a v e .  Nea rby  
a n  o w l  hooted;  a l m o s t  at my feet a n  o t t e r  s q u e a k e d  i n  
r ep ly ,  c h i l l i n g  my b o n e s  to t h e  marrow. In my te r ror  I r a n  a l l  
t h e  w a y  b a c k  to t h e  c a v e  o v e r  a t r a i l  wh ich  e v e n  in d a y -  
l i g h t  requi red  t h e  u t m o s t  c a r e  to nego t i a t e .  How I r e a c h e d  
t h e  c a v e  i s  more  t h a n  my fa the r  o r  I w i l l  e v e r  know. Was 
God w a t c h i n g  o v e r  m e  e v e n  t h e n ,  before  I knew Him? 

Whenever  w e  c a u g h t  a f ew f i s h  my f a the r  s t a r t e d  m e  
b a c k  to town  be fo re  dawn .  O f t e n  I comple t ed  t h e  t r i p  b e f o r e  
s u n r i s e .  I t  w a s  impor t an t  to get t h e  f i s h  s o l d  be fo re  t h e y  
d i e d ,  o t h e r w i s e  n o  o n e  would  buy  them. I a l w a y s  took  t h e  
s h o r t  c u t  o v e r  K o o e y  La, though  i t  w a s  known to b e  b a d l y  
i n f e s t e d  wi th  b a n d i t s .  A l l  I h a d  to lose w e r e  t h e  f i sh .  

Upon r e a c h i n g  t h e  c r a g g y  c r e s t  o f  t h e  mounta in  e a r l y  
o n e  morning,  I s t o p p e d  to r e s t  for a f ew m i n u t e s ,  s e t t i n g  
t h e  f i s h  b a s k e t  d o w n  b e s i d e  me. Af t e r  a moment  I r a i s e d  my 
e y e s - t o  m e e t  t h e  e y e s  o f  a l eopa rd  s t a r i n g  down from a 
rock  a b o v e  me. I n  a b j e c t  te r ror  I c rouched  beh ind  my l i t t l e  
b a s k e t ,  at t h e  s a m e  t i m e  s c r e a m i n g  for my f a the r  though h e  
w a s  f a r  beyond  t h e  r e a c h  o f  my vo ice .  G l a n c i n g  up  a g a i n  
I d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  a n i m a l  w a s  running  away .  T h a t  f i l l e d  
me  w i t h  b o l d n e s s  a n d  I q u i c k l y  p i c k e d  u p  a s t o n e  to throw 
a f t e r  him wonder ing  why  I had  n o t  d o n e  so i n  t h e  f i r s t  
p l a c e !  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  w a s  a r e l i e f  to get a w a y  from t h e r e  
a n d  to see t h e  f ami l i a r  s i g h t s  of  home a g a i n .  

T h e  p l a c e  w h e r e  I m e t  t h e  l eopa rd  i s  a n  h i s t o r i c  s p o t .  
It w a s  t h e r e  t h a t  Dr. S h e l t o n  w a s  s h o t  b y  T i b e t a n  robbers .  
A s  fa r  b a c k  as I c a n  r emember ,  I w a s  to ld  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  t h e  



a t t a c k  a n d  h i s  d e a t h ,  a n d  I a l w a y s  though t  of them w h e n e v e r  
I s t o p p e d  t h e r e  to r e s t .  What i m p r e s s e d  me,  a n d ,  in  f a c t ,  
a l l  who heard t h e  s t o r i e s ,  w a s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  d i d  no t  re- 
s i s t .  H e  w a s  a rmed wi th  a l o a d e d  p i s t o l  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  
could  h a v e  fough t  off  h i s  a t t a c k e r s .  I n s t e a d  h e  took  i t  w i th  
both h a n d s ,  muzz le -end ,  a n d  handed  i t  to t h e  r o b b e r s ,  t ak -  
i n g  d e a t h  h imsel f  r a t h e r  t han  t a k i n g  t h e  l i v e s  of o t h e r s  to 
s a v e  h imsel f .  Af te r  h e  w a s  s h o t ,  h e  t i e d  u p  h i s  w o u n d s  wi th  
h a n d k e r c h i e f s  a n d  c r a w l e d  up  i n t o  t h e  r o c k s  to pray. H e  
w a s  c a r r i e d  b a c k  to t h e  h o s p i t a l  h e  h imse l f  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  b u t  
h e  d i e d  t h a t  a f t e r  noon. 

From f i s h i n g  wi th  my f a the r  I b e c a m e  fond of t h e  
s p o r t ,  a n d  when  I cou ldn ' t  go wi th  him I w e n t  f i s h i n g  i n  t h e  
G e n  C h u ,  t h e  l a r g e r  of t h e  t w o  r i v e r s  f l owing  through t h e  
B a t a n g  Va l l ey .  N o t  b e i n g  a b l e  to afford a p o l e ,  hook a n d  
l i n e ,  I found myse l f  a s t o u t  s t i c k  a n d  s t o l e  a n e e d l e  a n d  
s o m e  th read  my mother  u s e d  for  p a t c h i n g  o u r  c l o t h e s .  A t  
t h i s  t i m e  my c h i e f  j o b  w a s  b e i n g  t h e  fami ly  "cowboy", so 
I s p e n t  my t i m e  f i s h i n g  w h i l e  I  w a t c h e d  o u r  c o w  a n d  ca l f .  

T h a t  summer ,  w h e n  t h e  r i v e r  w a s  s w o l l e n  from o u r  
u s u a l  summer  r a i n s ,  t r e e  b r a n c h e s ,  b o u l d e r s ,  a n d  t o n s  of 
rrud c a m e  down  from t h e  m o u n t a i n s  in  t h e  to r r en t s .  

D i s r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  r i v e r  I w a s  hope-  
ful ly  f i s h i n g  from t h e  b a n k  o n e  s u n n y  a f t e rnoon .  S u d d e n l y  
my hook c a u g h t  o n t o  a b ranch ,  a n d  i t  took  e v e r y t h i n g  w i t h  
i t .  In my d i s m a y  a t  l o s i n g  my p r e c i o u s  e q u i p m e n t  (I m i g h t  
n o t  get a w a y  w i t h  s t e a l i n g  a n o t h e r  n e e d l e  a n d  more th read ) ,  
I  jumped i n t o  t h e  r u s h i n g  w a t e r s  to c a t c h  my pole .  I had  for- 
g o t t e n  t h e  d a n g e r  of  b e i n g  s w e p t  o u t  i n t o  t h e  ma in  c-urrent  
a n d  c a r r i e d  a w a y  to t h e  Yang tze .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  my c l o t h e s  
c a u g h t  o n  a s h a r p  p r o j e c t i o n  of rock.  I c l a m b e r e d  u p  o n t o  
t h e  r o c k  a n d  w a i t e d ,  s o a k e d  a n d  s h i v e r i n g ,  w i t h  t h e  muddy 
w a t e r  s w i r l i n g  a round  me  un t i l  I cou ld  b e  r e a c h e d  b y  r e s -  
c u e r s .  



Chapter I I I 

tt H ey, Ngu-tsi,  h a v e  you no t i ced  t h a t  t h e  p e a r s  i n  
Ja-Hala 's  orchard  a r e  r eady  to eat?" 

"They shou ld  be. When s h a l l  w e  go?" 

"How a b o u t  a f t e r  s c h o o l  t h i s  af ternoon?" 

Shao-ku c a m e  u p  j u s t  t h e n  and a s k e d  s u s p i c i o u s l y ,  
"What's a f t e r  school?"  

Ngu-Tsee  promptly repl ied ,  ' Ja-Hala 's  orchard. T h e  
p e a r s  a r e  ready." 

T s a i ,  my l i t t l e  brother,  s a i d ,  "I'm coming  too." 

Shao-ku s n e e r e d ,  "Aw, you're too litt le." 

"Why couldn' t  h e  w a t c h  o u t s i d e  t h e  i r r iga t ion  di tch?" 
Ngu-Tsee  s u g g e s t e d .  

"Does  h e  know t h e  s igna l?"  Shao-ku demanded.  

T s a i  promptly popped two f ingers  i n  h i s  mouth a n d  
whis t l ed  shr i l ly .  

Re luc tan t ly ,  Shao-ku nodded. 

J u s t  t h e n  two of t h e  o t h e r  f e l lows  c a m e  up. We ap- 
pointed  o n e  to w a t c h  from i n s i d e  t h e  orchard  wa l l  a n d  t h e  
o ther  to be g e n e r a l  look-out. I would c l imb t h e  t r e e  and  
throw t h e  f ru i t  down to Ngu-Tsee  and Shao-ku t i l l  t h e y  had 
a l l  t h e y  could  carry. T h e n  w e  would c rawl  through t h e  irri- 
g a t i o n  d i t c h  and d i v i d e  t h e  p e a r s  e q u a l l y  amongs t  us. 

Ja -Ha la  s orchard ,  l i k e  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  o r c h a r d s  i n  Ba- 
t ang  Va l l ey ,  w a s  surrounded wi th  a s t o n e  wal l  re-in-forced 



a l l  t h e  way  around wi th  a d e n s e  growth  of thorn  b u s h e s .  
T h a t  i s  why  w e  had  to u s e  t h e  i r r i ga t ion  d i t c h  for e n t e r i n g  
a n d  e s c a p i n g .  

We m a d e  a good hau l  t h a t  a f t e rnoon ,  w i t h  n o  m i s h a p s ,  
a n d  from t h a t  t i m e  o n  T s a i  w a s  a p a r t  of t h e  gang .  

O n e  b r igh t  f a l l  morning N g u - T s e e  a n d  I w e n t  b y  our-  
s e l v e s  to t h e  o rcha rd  of a c r a n k y  o l d  man  whom w e  a l l  fear-  
e d  more  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  o rcha rd  owner  i n  t h e  w h o l e  va l l ey .  
We p l a y e d  hookey  to go t h e r e  i n  t h e  morning. T h e  o n l y  
o t h e r  p e r s o n  l i v i n g  o n  t h e  p l a c e  w a s  h i s  o l d  m o t h e r ,  a n d  
s h e  w a s  so d e a f  t h a t  e v e n  i f  t h e  mas t i f f  ba rked  i t s  h e a d  off 
s h e  wouldn ' t  h e a r  i t .  

"You c h e c k  a n d  see t h a t  t h e  d o g  i s  cha ined , "  I to ld  
N g u - T s e e ,  w h i l e  I ro l l ed  a w a y  t h e  s t o n e  t h a t  b l o c k e d  t h e  
e n t r a n c e  of  t h e  i r r i ga t ion  d i t c h  through t h e  wal l .  

In a moment  N g u - T s e e  w a s  back .  "He's  c h a i n e d .  C o m e  
on. ' ' 

We lodked  o v e r  s e v e r a l  t r e e s  be fo re  c h o o s i n g  o n e  
t h a t  l ooked  p a r t i c u l a r l y  fruitful.  I t ook  off my b l a c k  s c h o o l  
j a c k e t  a n d  th rew i t  o n  t h e  ground at t h e  f o o t  of  t h e  t ree .  
N g u - T s e e  s p r e a d  h i s  o u t  to c o l l e c t  t h e  f ru i t  i n to ,  a n d  s o o n  
I w a s  d ropp ing  f i n e  b i g  p e a r s  d o w n  to him. 

"When you  th ink  w e  h a v e  a b o u t  enough,"  I c a l l e d  
d o w n  to him, " s t a r t  c o u n t i n g  them." 

I s l o w e d  d o w n  t h e  p i c k i n g  when  I hea rd  N g u - T s e e  
s t a r t  c o u n t i n g ,  b u t  I k e p t  s e e i n g  l o v e l y  p e a r s  I h a t e d  to 
l e a v e  behind .  

Sudden ly ,  I s t o p p e d  a n d  l i s t e n e d .  I t  s o u n d e d  j u s t  l i k e  
s o m e o n e  w a s  h e l p i n g  N g u - T s e e  count .  F e a r f u l l y  I l ooked  
down. I c l o s e d  my e y e s  and  g u l p e d ,  a n d  t h e n  looked  a g a i n .  
Y e s ,  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  o w n e r  h e l p i n g N g u - T s e e  c o u n t  t h e  p e a r s .  

A s  t h e y  f i n i s h e d  c o u n t i n g  t h e  n e a t  p i l e  i n t o  Ngu- 
Tsee's j a c k e t ,  t h e  o w n e r  a s k e d ,  " Is  t h a t  enough?"  

N g u - T s e e  nodded dumbly.  



T h e  man immediately with o n e  d e f t  movement t ipped 
my friend o v e r  h i s  k n e e  a n d  s t a r t e d  s p a n k i n g  him, o n e  s t r o k e  
for e a c h  pear. 

S t i l l  hold ing Ngu-Tsee  b y  t h e  b a c k  of t h e  neck  with 
o n e  hand a n d  ind ica t ing  my j a c k e t  with t h e  o ther ,  he  a s k e d  
gruffly, "Where's your friend?" 

Ngu-Tsee  wriggled to f ree  himself ,  whining,  "I don ' t  
h a v e  a friend. I c a m e  alone."  

"Then  what ' s  t h a t  o the r  j a c k e t  there?" 

"That ' s  mine. I h a v e  two." 

"Stop lying.  C a l l  your fr iend down." 

"I'm a lone ,  I tell you. Let me go. I'll never  s t e a l  
again .  " 

I w a s  s i t t i n g  above ,  hoping t h e  man would b e l i e v e  my 
friend. Suddenly  a p e a r  dropped o u t  of t h e  t r e e  a n d  t h e  man 
looked up. 

S e e i n g  m e  perched o n  a branch up  a b o v e  him, h e  re- 
l e a s e d  Ngu-Tsee ,  w h o  made  a bee- l ine  for t h e  irr igat ion 
d i t c h ,  and  began  ra i l ing  at me. H e  s h o u t e d ,  th rea tened  and 
cursed  at me. T h e n ,  to make mat t e r s  w o r s e ,  h e  unchained 
the  d o g  which  c a m e  t ea r ing  s t r a i g h t  for t h e  t r ee ,  barking 
fe roc ious ly  and jumping as  though i t  would come  r ight  up  
t h e  t r e e  a f t e r  me. 

Now I w a s  g e t t i n g  cramped from s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  t r e e  so 
long,  bu t  I w a s  terr if ied to try to get down. 

All at  o n c e ,  t h e  man c a m e  b a c k  wi th  a comple te ly  
changed  a t t i tude .  

"Come o n  down, son,"  h e  s a i d  kindly. "I know your 
pa ren t s ,  so I won't  pun i sh  you for p ick ing  my pears." 

S e e i n g  t h a t  I w a s  look ing  fear fu l ly  a t  t h e  d o g ,  h e  took 
i t  b a c k  and  cha ined  i t  up again .  

When h e  returned h e  c a l l e d  up,  "You can ' t  s t a y  up 
the re  forever. Come o n  down and I'll g i v e  you all t h e  p e a r s  
you 've  p icked to t a k e  home to your parents." 



T h e r e  l a y  t h e  p i l e  of p e a r s ,  now s l i g h t l y  s c a t t e r e d  by  
t h e  d o g ' s  wild l e a p s ,  b u t  s t i l l  o n  N g u - T s e e ' s  j a c k e t .  T h e y  
looked  s o  t empt ing  a n d  t h e  man s o u n d e d  so c o n v i n c i n g ,  t h a t  
I s t a r t e d  down.  

Be fo re  I had  r e a c h e d  t h e  ground,  h e  had g r a b b e d  m e  
a n d  pu l l ed  down  my p a n t s .  H e  p r o c e e d e d  to g i v e  m e  a tho- 
rough t h r a s h i n g  w i t h  a bunch  of n e t t l e s  h e  had  k e p t  con-  
c e a l e d  in  t h e  s l e e v e  of  h i s  r o b e  a l l  t h e  t i m e  h e  w a s  t a l k i n g  
so n ice ly .  

A t  l a s t  h e  r e l e a s e d  me,  and  h e  r e a l l y  let me  t a k e  t h e  
pea r s .  B u t ,  o h ,  t h e  m i s e r y  I su f j e r ed .  I cou ldn ' t  get home  
f a s t  e n o u g h  to w a s h  a n d  s o o t h e  t h a t  pa infu l  pa r t i on  of my 
ana tomy .  

S t e a l i n g  f ru i t  w a s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  m i s c h i e f  my f r i e n d s  
and  I e n j o y e d .  O n e  of o u r  f avo r i t e  g a m e s  w a s  to w a i t  b e s i d e  
t h e  cattle t r a i l s  e a c h  morning  a n d  e v e n i n g  as t h e  c o w s  w e n t  
o u t  to a n d  r e tu rned  from pas tu re .  We th rew s t o n e s  at t h e  
ho rns  of  t h e  c o w s .  T h e  t r i c k  w a s  to see how many  h o r n s  w e  
cou ld  h i t  w i t h  o n e  s t o n e .  Another  i n t e r e s t i n g  p h a s e  of  i t  w a s  
to w a t c h  t h e  c o w s '  r e a c t i o n s  to h a v i n g  t h e i r  ho rns  s t ruck .  
Some mere ly  toss t h e i r  h e a d s ,  o t h e r s  p r a n c e  a round  a w h i l e ,  
and  s t i l l  o t h e r s  run  i n  c i r c l e s .  

In t h e  win te r ,  late in  the a f t e rnoon ,  a bunch  of u s  b o y s  
would s l i p  d o w n  to w h e r e  t h e  . i r r igat ion d i t c h  c r o s s e d  t h e  
road  o n  t h e  s t e e p  J a p o d i n g  Hil l .  We'd b r e a k  d o w n  t h e  wa l l  
of t h e  d i t c h  a n d  let t h e  w a t e r  run d o w n  t h e  road.  T h e n  we'd 
c a r e f u l l y  r e p a i r  t h e  b reak  a n d  go home. 

T h e  n e x t  morning,  o n  t h e  p r e t e x t  t h a t  w e  had  to b e  at 
s c h o o l  e a r l y ,  we'd l e a v e  ou r  h o m e s  a n d  g a t h e r  o n  t h e  hi l l -  
s i d e  a b o v e  t h e  d i t ch .  T h e r e  we'd w a i t  i n  t h e  br ight  morning  
s u n l i g h t  un t i l  t h e  c o w s  c a m e  p a s t  o n  t h e  w a y o u t  to p a s t u r e .  
I t  w a s  h igh ly  a m u s i n g  to w a t c h  them go s l i d i n g  d o w n  t h e  h i l l  
o n  t h e  i c e  w e  had  h e l p e d  t o  c r e a t e .  Y a k  w e r e  n o t  so  en te r -  
ta in ing .  Somehow t h e y  c o u l d  k e e p  t h e i r  foo t ing  o n  t h e  i ce .  
D o n k e y s  w e r e  a l s o  f a i r l y  su re - foo ted ,  b u t  h o r s e s  w e r e  e v e n  
w o r s e  t h a n  cow. 

While I w a s  s t i l l  ve ry  young ,  f i gh t ing  b roke  o u t  be- 
t w e e n  t h e  C h i n e s e  a n d  t h e  T i b e t a n s  i n  B a t a n g .  O u r  h o u s e  



w a s  burned down by C h i n e s e  so ld ie r s .  F o r  th ree  months w e  
had no  p l a c e  to l ive.  T h e n  w e  a s k e d  permiss ion from t h e  
church to l i v e  i n  a s m a l l  h o u s e  on t h e  miss ion  compound. 
T h e r e  w a s  no  m i s s i o n a r i e s  the re  a t  t h e  t ime,  though Mrs. 
Odden c a m e  back  l a t e r  towork  the re  a lone .  She  permit ted u s  
to c o n t i n u e  l iv ing  there.  

During t h e  r a iny  s e a s o n  of 1939 m i s s i o n a r i e s  c a m e  to 
B a t a n g  again .  I had j u s t  s t a r t e d  to s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  t h a t  
year ,  so I w a s  more aware  of and i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i n g s  b e  
yond our  va l ley .  We had been  hea r ing  rumors t h a t  q u i t e  a 
party of Americans  were  o n  the i r  way  to Batang.  We had s e e n  
whi te  peop le  from t ime  to t ime,  b u t  t h i s  w a s  a family wi th  
chi ldren  who, w e  heard ,  were  p lanning to s t a y  at Ba tang .  

T h e  Nicho l s  family,  M i s s  Schwake,  M i s s  P a l m e r  all 
moved in to  t h e  old hosp i t a l  which  had b e e n  bu i l t  by Dr. 
Shelton. Most of  t h e  o the r  bu i ld ings  o n  the  m i s s i o n  com- 
pound had b e e n  in  r u i n s  e v e r  s i n c e  t h e  f ight ing  in which 
o u r  h o u s e  had b e e n  burned. 

T h e s e  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  w e  l ea rned ,  had on ly  r e c e n t l y  
come from America,  so t h e y  didn' t  know T i b e t a n  o r  Ch inese .  
T h e y  had brought  Margueri te  B a r e  wi th  them to b e  the i r  inter- 
preter.  My a u n t s ,  Naomi and Gwayin ,  had known h e r  s i n c e  
s h e  w a s  born, fo r  her  p a r e n t s  u s e d  to work in Dr. Shel ton ' s  
hospi ta l .  

Now, T s a i  and I had a new d ive r s ion ,  as d id  a lot o f  
our s c h o o l  ma tes .  E v e r y  af ternoon as  s o o n  as s c h o o l  w a s  
o u t  w e  w e n t  up J a p o d i n g  Hi l l  to w a t c h  t h e  w h i t e  ch i ld ren  at 
play. We found them very  in te res t ing ,  a n d ,  at t i m e s ,  amusing.  
A l s o  w e  l ea rned  t h a t  w e  w e r e  welcome to a t t end  t h e i r  s e r -  
v i c e s  e a c h  evening.  S i n c e  I loved m u s i c  and  t h i s  g a v e  m e  
a c h a n c e  to s i n g ,  I r a re ly  m i s s e d  a s e r v i c e .  E v e n  so, i t  w a s  
many y e a r s  be fo re  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  m i s s i o n a r i e s  had  a de-  
f in i t e  purpose  i n  g o i n g  to s o m e  o t h e r  coun t ry  a w a y  from t h e i r  
homeland. I thought ,  as did  m o s t  of my f r i ends ,  t h a t  miss-  
iona r i e s  were  f abu lous ly  r i c h  p e o p l e  who  d i d  nothing b u t  
t r ave l  wherever  t h e y  p leased .  I though t  the i r  s e r v i c e s  w e r e  
mere ly  o n e  of t h e i r  foreign c u s t o m s  which t h e y  permit ted u s  
to w i t n e s s .  



Although t h e  ar r iva l  of t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  w a s  a g r e a t  
e v e n t  in our  l i v e s ,  s t i l l ,  s c h o o l  w a s  my ch ie f  in te res t .  Un- 
l i k e  m o s t  T i b e t a n  b o y s ,  I loved to s tudy .  It  w a s  t h e  law t h a t  
e a c h  family had to s e n d  o n e  ch i ld  to schoo l .  T h e  T i b e t a n s  
ca l l ed  t h i s  a " s tuden t  tax". If none  of t h e  chi ldren  in t h e  
wea l th ie r  f ami l i e s  wan ted  togo to s c h o o l ,  t h e  p a r e n t s  would 
hire a chi ld  from a poor family to go to s c h o o l  as  a sub-  
s t i t u t e ,  and they  would provide h i s  uniform, food, and s c h o o l  
e x p e n s e s .  T h e n  the i r  chi ldren  w e r e  f r ee  to roam t h e  moun- 
ta in  s i d e s ,  herding c a t t l e .  

B e c a u s e  I l iked s c h o o l ,  I did we l l  in i t  and c a m e  home 
repea ted ly  with pr izes .  T h e  p r i z e s  w e r e  mainly  for ach ieve-  
ment in s p o r t s ,  for ge t t ing  good g r a d e s ,  and for good con- 
duct.  I n s t e a d  of s i l v e r  c u p s  o r  meda l s  o r  s c h o o l  l e t t e r s ,  
however,  w e  won p r a c t i c a l  p r i z e s  l i k e  t o w e l s  or  a r t i c l e s  of 
clothing.  T h e  o c c a s i o n  which  s t a n d s  o u t  in  my memory 
w a s  a ce lebra t ion  of the  7 th  of  J u l y ,  a C h i n e s e  na t iona l  
holiday. Our  s c h o o l  p u t  on  a program of s p o r t s  dur ing  t h e  
morning in t h e  yamen,  and Colone l  F u ,  commander of t h e  
loca l  C h i n e s e  ga r r i son  w a s  present .  I r e c e i v e d  s p e c i a l  com- 
mendation from him for  winning t h e  d r e s s i n g  r e l a y  race .  

When s c h o o l  wasn ' t  demanding my e n t i r e  a t t en t ion  I 
en joyed  g e t t i n g  be t t e r  acqua in ted  with t h e  Nicho l s  a n d  B a r e  
children.  Somet imes  in  t h e  afternoon T s a i  and I would s t a n d  
on the  pa th  over looking the i r  l awn  whi le  they  p layed  bal l .  
Sooner o r  l a t e r  s o m e o n e  would c a l l  u s  to join i n  t h e  game.  
T h e  B a r e  ch i ld ren  knew T i b e t a n  ve ry  w e l l ,  and  s o m e  of t h e  
~ i c h o l s  were  p ick ing  i t  up q u i t e  Fast. 

Before  long,  I learned t h a t  T s a i  and Gar land B a r e  w e r e  
the  s a m e  age .  Both  T s a i  and I were  i m p r e s s e d  by Gar land ' s  
i n t e r e s t  in  bugs ,  b i rds ,  and an imals .  H e  could  t e l l  u s  t h e  
mos t  amaz ing  t h i n g s  a b o u t  them. I t  s e e m e d  t h a t  J o h n  Nich- 
o l s  s h a r e d  t h e  s a m e  i n t e r e s t s  and knew e v e n  more a b o u t  
s o m e  t h i n g s ,  b u t  h e  w a s  very  quie t .  

When t h e  two  boys  w e n t  o n  long  h i k e s  a l l  ove r  t h e  
surrounding mountain s i d e s  to c o l l e c t  b i rds  e g g s ,  and  
l a t e r ,  empty birds '  n e s t s ,  T s a i  and I couldn ' t  see much 
value  in i t ,  b u t  w e  en joyed  go ing  a l o n g  and  help ing them 



find new k inds ;  and Garland would en te r t a in  u s  for hours  
wi th  a l l  k i n d s  of s t r a n g e  t a l e s .  

One d a y  w e  were  coming home from a long hike ,  and 
as w e  nea red  our  home I invi ted  Gar land to come in ,  d o u b t  
ing t h a t  he  would a c c e p t  t h e  invi ta t ion .  H e  d i d ,  however ,  
and sat r ight  down o n  t h e  f loor with t h e  r e s t  of us. H e  grav- 
e l y  a c c e p t e d  t h e  bowl of tea my mother offered him, and 
hungrily ate t h e  f r e sh  cornbread w e  were  having for lunch.  
H e  de l igh ted  my mother b y  s a y i n g  i t  w a s  t h e  b e s t  cornbread 
he had e v e r  t a s t e d .  I w a s  g lad  w e  could  s h a r e  someth ing  
with him, b e c a u s e  h e  had a hab i t  of carry ing b i s c u i t s  and  
c o o k i e s  in h i s  p o c k e t s  and  s h a r i n g  them wi th  T s a i  and m e  
when w e  w e n t  o n  h i k e s  with him. I r ea l ly  m i s s e d  him when 
t h e  B a r e s  w e n t  b a c k  to the i r  own country. 

T h e r e  were  a l w a y s  s t u d e n t s  from B a t a n g  go ing  down 
in to  C h i n a  for further educa t ion  a n d  coming b a c k  to t a k e  
high p o s i t i o n s  in Batang.  T h e r e  were  also t h o s e  who w e n t  
down b u t  never  re turned b e c a u s e  t h e y  succumbed  to Tuber-  
c u l o s i s .  T h o s e  who s u c c e e d e d  and  returned in  honor fired 
my ambi t ion  to d o  t h e  same.  

A t  t h e  e n d  of my third y e a r  of s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l ,  t h r e e  
of my s c h o o l m a t e s  w e r e  p lanning to go to Kang t ing  to a t t e n d  
middle schoo l .  T h e y  were  a l l  a h e a d  of me i n  s c h o o l  as w e l l  
as b e i n g  from w e a l t h y  famil ies .  E v e n  so, t h e y  invi ted  me to 
go a l o n g  w i t h  them,  promising to s h a r e  e x p e n s e s .  I t  s o u n d e d  
l i k e  t h e  c h a n c e  of a l ifet ime.  We s p e n t  hours  p lanning thr i l -  
l i ng  a d v e n t u r e s  o n  t h e  road and w h a t  w e  would d o  at Kang- 
ting. I s t i l l  had a y e a r  of s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  to a t t e n d ,  b u t  I 
d e c i d e d  to s k i p  i t  i n  order  to t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  of t h i s  wonder- 
ful  oppor tuni ty .  

I w e n t  home from s c h o o l  and  to ld  my p a r e n t s  I had 
been  c h o s e n  by t h e  pr inc ipal  of t h e  s c h o o l  and t h e  f acu l ty  
to go to Kangting.  A t  s c h o o l  I to ld  t h e  pr inc ipal  t h a t  I 
wan ted  to go wi th  t h e  o t h e r  th ree  b o y s  and t h a t  my p a r e n t s  
w e r e  wi l l ing  for me to go. 

My mother w a s  t ru ly  d i smayed  at the  thought  of my 
go ing  so far from home when I w a s  on ly  fourteen,  and s h e  
begged me r e p e a t e d l y  and tear fu l ly  to abandon  t h e  idea .  I 



c l u n g  to i t  s tqbbornly .  F i n a l l y ,  s h e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  I  g o  to t h e  
t e m p l e  a n d  inqu i r e  o f  L i n g i s o h ,  t h e  g o d  of new v e n t u r e s ,  
w h e t h e r  I s h o u l d  g o  o r  not.  

T h e  p roceedure  i n  f i nd ing  t h e  w i l l  of t h e  g o d  i s  to 
pour o u t  s o m e  o i l  be fo re  h i s  i m a g e  a n d  burn i n c e n s e  to him. 
T h e n  you m u s t  k n e e l  be fo re  him t h r e e  t imes .  F o l l o w i n g  t h i s  
you a s k  t h e  a t t e n d a n t  for a box c o n t a i n i n g  s t i c k s  w i t h  s c r i p -  
t u r e s  wr i t t en  o n  t h e  e n d  of e a c h  one .  You s h a k e  t h e  box 
be fo re  t h e  i m a g e  as  you  t e l l  him w h a t  y o u  w a n t  to d o  a n d  
why,  a s k i n g  h i s  g u i d a n c e  i n  s e l e c t i n g  t h e  proper  s c r ip tu re .  
When you h a v e  f i n i s h e d  p l e a d i n g  your  c a u s e  be fo re  L i n g i s o h ,  
you d r a w  a s t i c k  from t h e  box  w i t h o u t  looking .  T h e  a t t e n -  
d a n t  t h e n  tosses o u t  a pa i r  o f  s a n d a l s .  If t h e y  l a n d e d  as 
a p a i r  t h e  r i g h t  s c r i p t u r e  had  b e e n  s e l e c t e d .  If n o t  -- i f  t h e y  
l a n d e d  at a n g l e s ,  o r  u p s i d e  down ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  p o s i t i o n  -- 
you had to k e e p  d r a ~ i n g  unt i l  t h e  s a n d a l s  s i g n i f i e d  t h a t  
you  had  c h o s e n  t h e  r i g h t  s t i c k .  O n c e  t h e  r i g h t  s c r i p t u r e  h a s  
been  d r a w n ,  y o u  m u s t  p a y  t h e  a t t e n d a n t  to look  i t  u p  for 
you. T h e  a t t e n d a n t  wil l  br ing you  a s t r i p  of  p a p e r  o n  w h i c h  
t h e  s c r i p t u r e  p a s s a g e  i s  wr i t t en  a n d  e x p l a i n  to y o u  t h e  mes -  
sage of t h e  s c r i p t u r e  i n  r e l a t i o n  to your  q u e s t .  

When I  w e n t  to t h e  t e m p l e  i n  o b e d i e n c e  t o  my mother ' s  
d e m a n d ,  I  m e t  o n e  of my f r i e n d s  j u s t  c o m i n g  ou t .  H e  w i s h e d  
to get marr ied a n d  had  g o n e  to s e e k  L i n g i s o h ' s  app rova l .  H e  
w a s  jub i l an t ,  for  t h e  a n s w e r  h e  had  r e c e i v e d  w a s  f avo rab le .  
R e a l i z i n g  t h a t  t h e  s a m e  s c r i p t u r e  cou ld  p o s s i b l y  a p p l y  to 
my q u e s t ,  I  a s k e d  him for t h e  p a p e r  o n  w h i c h  t h e  s c r i p t u r e  
w a s  wr i t ten .  H a v i n g  n o  fur ther  u s e  for  i t ,  h e  g l a d l y  g a v e  i t  
to me. I  w a s  d e l i g h t e d  at  g e t t i n g  a n ' a n s w e r  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  
to go through t h e  u s u a l  ce remony ,  and  w e n t  happ i ly  home to 
s h o w  my mother  t h e  s c r i p t u r e :  

"In t h e  b o a t  i s  a r o a d ,  
In t h e  road  i s  a boat." 

Accord ing  to t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  my f r iend  had  r e c e i v e d ,  
t h a t  m e a n t  w h a t e v e r  y o u  p r o p o s e d  t o d o  would  prosper .  T h a t  
c o n v i n c e d  my mother ,  a n d  s h e  g a v e  me  p e r m i s s i o n  to g o  to 
K a n g t i n g  for  fur ther  e d u c a t i o n .  



Chapter IV 

he prepara t ions  for the  long  journey began,  a n d  T 
with t h e  prepara t ions ,  t h e  wa i t ing  for a caravan.  When w e  
had a s c e r t a i n e d  who all were p lanning to t a k e  t h e  tr ip,  and 
abou t  t h e  t ime t h a t  all of u s  would b e  ready  to go, w e  s e n t  
word to t h e  Wahee, a nomadic t r ibe  who l ived o n  t h e  plat+ 
e a u s  a b o v e  B a t a n g  a n d  who s p e c i a l i z e d  in  providing a n i m a l s  
for c a r a v a n s  a l o n g  t h e  rou te  f rom B a t a n g  to Kangting. 

Our prepara t ions ,  in  t h e  main, c o n s i s t e d  of ga the r ing  
food s u p p l i e s  and  preparing c lo th ing  and bedding for t h e  
trip. All t h e  o t h e r s  hired h o r s e s  and  made a l l  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
a r rangements  for r id ing a n d  ca r ry ing  loads .  

My p e r s o n a l  p repara t ions  were  s imple .  I had on ly  t h e  
c lo th ing  I w a s  wearing;  and for bedding my mother 's  r o b e  
and a s h e e t  t h a t  had o n c e  belonged to t h e  Bares .  When t h e y  
left B a t a n g  two  y e a r s  before to return to America  for fur- 
lough,  s o m e  of my f r i ends  a n d  I t r ave led  with them t h e  f i r s t  
d a y  to see them off. O n e  of the i r  l o a d s  o n  a wild young mule  
w a s  knocked i n t o  t h e  river.  T h e  fol lowing morning t h e  
B a r e s  w e n t  o n  and w e  turned b a c k  towards  home. A s  w e  
walked down t h e  p a s s ,  I s a w  someth ing  whi te  f loa t ing  a l o n g  
in t h e  river.  For tuna te ly  t h e  r iver  w a s  low at t h a t  t ime of 
year ,  and w h a t e v e r  i t  w a s  w a s  making s l o w  progress ,  c a t c h -  
ing  r e p e a t e d l y  o n  s n a g s .  A s  soon  as w e  got down n e a r  t h e  
r iver  I c lambered o n  down t h e  mounta ins ide ,  off t h e  t r a i l  
to t h e  r iver  bank. I had to c h a s e  i t  for q u i t e  a d i s t a n c e  be-  
fore I f ina l ly  f i shed  i t  o u t  wi th  a long  s t i c k .  It w a s  a s h e e t ,  
and I took good c a r e  of i t  for two y e a r s  before  I r e a l l y  
needed  it .  However,  i t  a n d  my mother 's  r o b e  had to s e r v e  
as s a d d l e - b l a n k e t s  for o n e  of my t r ave l ing  compan ions  to 
e a r n  t h e i r  t ranspor ta t ion .  



hly mother had s e w n  me a s t o u t  k n a p s a c k  in  which to 
carr;. my Ccw p o s s e s s i o n s .  A l s o  s h e  made  me a s i l k  p u r s e  
for m y  n i n e t e e n  rupees .  T e n  of them w e r e  from nly pa ren t s ,  
though they  could  hardly  s p a r e  t h a t  amount. T h e  o the r  n i n e  
tvere s t o l e n  by o n e  of my f r i ends  for m e  from h i s  pa ren t s .  
H e  though t  I n e e d e d  i t  w o r s e  t h a n  t h e y  did.  

T h e  d a y  set for o u r  depar ture  arr ived with a c h i l l i n g  
rain. I w e n t  t h e  rounds  of my f r iends  at Japod ing ,  thr i l led  
and proud to tell them goodby. A t  l a s t  I w a s  a c t u a l l y  going 
down country. 

When I told t h e  Nicho l s  goodby,  Dorothy May g a v e  me 
a broad-brimmed s u n h a t  to w e a r  dur ing  my journey. T h e  
S h o a s  g a v e  me a c o n e  of brown s u g a r  to nibble  o n  as I 
c r o s s e d  t h e  higher p a s s e s ,  to ward off a l t i t u d e  s i c k n e s s .  
Miss  Schwake  g a v e  me a pa i r  of l o n g  s t o c k i n g s  and a f i r s t  
a i d  kit .  

E a r l y  t h a t  morning my mother w e n t  to t h e  temple  o f  
Woong-toh, t h e  patron g o d d e s s  of B a t a n g  Va l l ey ,  to pray  
for a safe journey for me. F i r s t  s h e  had to t a k e  a s m a l l  
bunch of c e d a r  b r a n c h e s  which s h e  waved  around my head  
coun te r -c lockwise  th ree  t imes ,  praying all t h e  w h i l e  for my 
s a f e t y  and  prosperi ty.  Nex t  s h e  c o l l e c t e d  a handful  of e a c h  
kind of gra in  - whea t ,  bar ley ,  buckwhea t ,  and corn  - which  
s h e  mixed with a handful  of t e a l e a v e s ,  anc' washed  t h e  
e n t i r e  mixture thoroughly in cold  w a t e r  in  t h e  tea s t ra ine r .  
T h i s  mixture,  t h e  c e d a r  b ranches ,  a dipperful  of tea and a 
fingerful of but ter  s h e  car r ied  to t h e  temple.  On t h e  a l t a r  
before t h e  g o d d e s s  s h e  p laced  t h e  c e d a r  b r a n c h e s  a n d  l i t  
them. A s  s o o n  as t h e y  were  burning w e l l  s h e  dumped t h e  
gra in  and  tealeaf mixture o n t o  t h e  fire.  With t h e  tea s h e  
f i l led  a l l  t h e  l i t t l e  copper  bowls  t h a t  w e r e  set in  a row be- 
fore t h e  g o d d e s s ,  and s h e  daubed  a l i t t l e  of t h e  but ter  on  
the  e d g e  of e a c h  bowl. Fo l lowing  t h a t  s h e  let down he r  
b ra ids  and p ros t ra t ed  herse l f  n ine  t i m e s  before  Woong-toh. 
O n c e  more s h e  prayed fervant ly  for my s a f e t y  and prosperi ty.  

A s  I s t a r t e d  down the  J a p o d i n g  Hi l l ,  Mother a n d  T s a i  
followed me. I didn' t  l i k e  the i r  be ing o u t  in  t h e  r a in ,  a n d  
more t h a n  t h a t ,  t he i r  c ry ing w a s  a b o u t  to break m e  down. I 
ordered them home repea ted ly  and a l m o s t  ha r sh ly ,  at t h e  



s a m e  t ime hurrying to k e e p  ahead  of  them. A t  last, they 
turned b a c k  for home, my mother weeping a loud,  and T s a i  
b a r f u l l y  t ry ing to c o n s o l e  her .  

Gway Sen,  my o lde r  brother, walked a l l  t h e  way to 
Bajukhee  wi th  me, where w e  s p e n t  our  f i r s t  n igh t  away  
from home. O n  t h e  way,  w e  p a s s e d  a l l  my fel low t rave le r s  
at t h e  hot -spr ings  where  they had gathered with a l l  the i r  
f r iends  for a f inal  farewell  feas t .  Gway S e n  s l e p t  with m e  
t h a t  n igh t  and g a v e  m e  s o m e  big-brotherly a d v i c e .  

"Bao, you mus t  b e  very ca re fu l  in fording t h e  r ivers.  
Some of them a r e  very t reacherous .  Grab  o n  to t h e  t a i l  of a 
yak a n d  hold o n  t i l l  you r e a c h  t h e  o the r  s i d e .  

"A mule o r  a horse  wi l l  r e s e n t  your holding h i s  tail, 
a n d  t h e y  a r e  more l ike ly  to s l i p  o n  t h e  w e t  s t o n e s ,  anyway.  
A yak  doesn ' t  mind i t  at a l l  a n d  h e  is surefooted,  bes ides .  

"Another thing,  Bao, s i n c e  you a r e  t h e  on ly  o n e  a- 
f o o t  i n  t h e  whole  caravan,  never  go forging a h e a d  nor  lag- 
g i n g  behind. Always  s t a y  near  t h e  middle of t h e  caravan." 

"Why?" I wanted to know. 

"I know your adventurous  spirit ," h e  laughed.  "It 
wil l  be hard at t i m e s  for you to control  it; b u t  the re  a r e  two  
d a n g e r s  for a l o n e  wanderer ,  e s p e c i a l l y  someone  as  inex- 
per ienced as you." 

Swallowing t h e  irr i tat ion I f e l t  at being c a l l e d  
"inexperienced' ,  I a s k e d  w h a t  t h e  t w o  d a n g e r s  were. 

"Bandi ts  a n d  g e t t i n g  lost", h e  s a i d  terse ly .  

B a n d i t s  I cou ld  unders tand,  and  I s u b c o n s c i o u s l y  f e l t  
for my s i d e  purse ;  b u t  ge t t ing  lost? Didn't w e  j u s t  s t a y  o n  
t h e  t ra i l  a l l  t h e  w a y  from B a t a n g  to Kangting? 

A s  though reading my thoughts ,  Gway S e n  cont inued,  
"There  a r e  g r e a t  w i d e  p l a t e a u s  be tween  h e r e  and  Li tang.  I 
have heard  of many men who are u s e d  to our  narrow moun- 
t a in  t r a i l s  comple te ly  l o s i n g  all s e n s e  of  d i rec t ion  o n  t h e  
plateaus." 

"All right," I conceded ,  "I '11 b e  careful." 



T h e  n e x t  morning t h e  c a r a v a n  s t a r t e d  up t h e  winding 
trai l .  Gway S e n  wa lked  a l o n g  wi th  me a l i t t l e  way,  te l l ing  
me n o t  to worry a b o u t  f o l k s  at home, for  h e  would look a f t e r  
them. H e  warned me a g a i n  to b e  c a r e f u l  a n d  wished  me the  
b e s t  of  everyth ing.  T h e n  I w a s  on  my own. 

F o r  t w o  d a y s  w e  c l imbed up T s u m b e h  La (Merchant 's 
P a s s ) ,  a n d  o n  t h e  third d a y  w e  f ina l ly  c r o s s e d  it .  

T h e  p a s s  got i t s  name from a merchan t  who went  
through wi th  h i s  n inety-nine  m u l e s  and  h i s  s e r v a n t  who had 
but  o n e  mule. T h e y  s t o p p e d  for l u n c h  nea r  t h e  p a s s ,  and 
whi le  they  w e r e  e a t i n g  a n d  r e s t i n g ,  t h e y  looked up at t h e  
snow-capped p e a k  tower ing high a b o v e  t h e  p a s s .  T h e y  be- 
gan d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of c l imbing i t  and t h e  
s e r v a n t  s a i d ,  "I'll c l imb  i t  i f  you'll  g i v e  m e  your ninety- 
n i n e  mules." 

"No, I won't  g i v e  you my m u l e s  e v e n  if you d o  c l imb 
it," t h e  merchan t  s a i d ,  "but 1'11 c l imb it for your  mule." 

T h e  s e r v a n t  ag reed ,  so t h e y  s w o r e  a n  oath :  t h e  se r -  
v a n t  thbit h e  would g i v e  t h e m e r c h a n t  h i s  mule  if h e  r eached  
the  top ,  a n d  t h e  merchan t  t h a t  h e  would c l imb a l l  t h e  way 
to t h e  top  be fo re  returning.  A s  a s i g n a l  t h a t  h e  had reached  
t h e  top,  h e  would burn a branch of c e d a r ,  and t h e  smoke  
would s h o w  t h a t  h e  had  r e a c h e d  h i s  goal .  

Ea r ly  t h e  n e x t  morning, the  merchan t  s t a r t e d  t h e  
long d i f f i cu l t  c l imb up  t h e  rugged p e a k ,  through t h e  snow. 
All morning t h e  s e r v a n t  wa tched  for  s o m e  s i g n  of t h e  pro- 
g r e s s  t h e  merchant  w a s  making. A t  l a s t  t h e  s e r v a n t  s a w  a 
thin w i s p  of smoke  r i s i n g  as i n c e n s e  from t h e  h i g h e s t  pro- 
montory; bu t  t h a t  w a s  t h e  last known act of t h e  merchant.  
T h e  cold  and a l t i t u d e  were  too much for the  merchant ,  h e  
never  c a m e  down. T h e  s e r v a n t  inher i ted  t h e  ninety-nine 
mules ,  bu t  t h e  merchant  inher i ted  immortal i ty by  hav ing  t h e  
p a s s  named i n  h i s  honor, Merchant 's  Pass. T h e y  s a y  t h a t  
whenever  a merchan t  c a r a v a n  goes through t h e  p a s s ,  t h e  
merchant ,  remembering t h e  l i fe  he  l e f t  behind,  w e e p s  upon 
t h e  p a s s i n g  c a r a v a n ,  and t h a t  i s  why i t  a l w a y s  r a i n s  o r  
s n o w s  o n  c a r a v a n s  go ing  through T s u m b e h  La. 



J u s t  a f t e r  w e  wen t  through t h e  p a s s  w e  s t o p p e d  for 
lunch. When w e  had g o n e  o n  abou t  a n  hour w e  met  a cara- 
van approach ing  Batang.  T h e  o lder  brother of o n e  of my 
companions  w a s  j u s t  returning from Chengtu .  T h e y  only  had 
a few minutes  to ta lk ,  b u t  the  o lde r  brother  g a v e  t h e  younger 
a f i n e  r a i n c o a t  h e  had been  us ing ,  and  s o m e  o the r  equip-  
ment  for t h e  road. 

Short ly a f t e r  w e  s t a r t e d  on,  i t  began  ra in ing,  and then 
my t roub les  began. I had nothing to p ro tec t  me from t h e  
c o l d ,  dr iv ing ra in ,  and  I had to k e e p  p lodding o n  r e g a r d l e s s  
of t h e  misery.  

T h a t  n igh t  when w e  s topped  to camp,  I d i s c o v e r e d  
t h a t  my legs had b e e n  chaffed  raw and w e r e  b l e e d i n g  be- 
c a u s e  my h e a v y  woolen t rouse r s  had s t i f f ened  from the  
rain. I had nothing e l s e  to wear. T h e n  I began  to r e p e n t  
wi th  t e a r s  t h e  l i e s  I had to ld  in  ga in ing  pe rmiss ion  to t a k e  
t h e  trip. How o f t e n  I regre t ted  them for t h e  r e s t  of t h e  trip; 
and how I longed to turn around and  go b a c k  to my parents .  
B u t  i t  w a s  too late to turn back.  

We had n o  t e n t s ,  so w e  s l e p t  i n  t h e  r a in  t h a t  night.  
T h e  wood w a s  too w e t  to build a fire. We had  to eat hard, 
d ry  bread for s u p p e r  -- no t  e v e n  a bowl of hot  bu t t e r  tea. 

T h e  n e x t  d a y  w e  remained where  w e  had s p e n t  t h e  
night.  O n e  o f  t h e  y a k  had been  s h o t  i n  t h e  leg by band i t s ,  
so w e  had to butcher  it. Having f r e s h  m e a t  to eat w a s  com- 
forting, and  w e  managed to build smokey  f i r e s  for cook ing  
i t ;  b u t  t h e  mise rab le  r a in  k e p t  on. 

T h e  journey w a s  con t inued  t h e  fol lowing d a y ,  b u t  t h e  
t h r e a t  of robbery s e p a r a t e d  us.  T h o s e  w h o  had h o r s e s  w e n t  
o n  a h e a d ,  whi l e  w e  who had to wa lk  s t a y e d  wi th  t h e  s l o w e r  
moving yak. T h i s  w a s  through wooded z r e a ,  and  b;e fo l lowed 
a s m a l l  r iver ,  which  w e  had to c r o s s  t w o  o r  t h r e e  t i m e s ,  all 
t h e  way  to i t s  source .  I en joyed  go ing  through the  woods.  
T h e r e  were  so many i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g s  to see. Now and  
aga in ,  be tween  t h e  t r e e s  I could see t h e  tower ing p e a k  of 
s o m e  snow-capped mountain,  d raped  i n  c louds .  S lowly w e  
s t a r t e d  c l imbing up o u t  of t h e  woods. Soon two  o f  t h e  men 
wen t  a h e a d  to p u t  up t h e  s t a k e s  and  s t r i n g  t h e  r o p e s  for 
t e the r ing  t h e  h o r s e s  and y a k s ,  so I knew w e  would shor t ly  



be s t r i k i n g  camp. A t  length  w e  came  to a high g r a s s y  p la in  
a b o v e  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  where  w e  camped for t h e  night .  

T h e  n e x t  morning, I got up e a r l y ,  bu i l t  t h e  f ire ,  and 
made tea for a l l  of u s ,  i t  be ing  t h e  T i b e t a n  cus tom for t h e  
younges t  to s e r v e  t h e  r e s t .  

Af ter  I had  e a t e n ,  I s t a r t e d  o n  a h e a d  toward t h e  high- 
est peak  in  s igh t .  Soon w e  w e r e  a c r o s s  t h e  p la in  a n d  climb- 
ing  again .  I w a s  still ahead .  Af te r  a w h i l e  I though t  I s a w  a 
black head  a p p e a r  now and  then  be tween  t h e  rocks ,  and 
be l i eved  i t  w a s  coming toward me. Sure  enough ,  t h e r e  w a s  
a man coming down t h e  t ra i l ,  and  I began  imagining him 
taking my c l o t h e s  from me, for I had nothing else to lose. 
B u t  wha t  would 1 d o  wi thout  my c l o t h e s ?  

I walked on ,  a f ra id  to r a i s e  my e y e s ,  b u t  as w e  met,  
he a s k e d  me w h a t  a little boy l i k e  m e  w a s  d o i n g  o u t  a l o n e  
on  t h e  trai l .  I looked up and recogn ized  him as o n e  of t h e  
mail  runners.  I told him I w a s  o n  my w a y  to s c h o o l  i n  Kang- 
ting. H e  reproved me for l e a v i n g  my p a r e n t s  so e a r l y ,  s a y -  
ing  t h a t  h e  knew them. T h e n  h e  w e n t  o n  to warn  m e  of t h e  
d a n g e r s  of t h e  road  ahead .  

"You should  know b e t t e r  t h a n  to get so far  a h e a d  of 
t h e  ca ravan .  " h e  admonished.  

"Yes," I a n s w e r e d  meekly. "My brother  warned me,  
a l s o ,  before  I left." 

"Whatever you do ,  don' t  t ry  to c r o s s  t h e  r iver  a lone .  
I h a v e  j u s t  b e e n  wa i t ing  four d a y s  to c r o s s  i t  mysel f ,  as i t  
i s  i n  flood. I w a s  af ra id  of l o s i n g  t h e  mai l  b a g  in t h e  s w i f t  
current.  It h a s  g o n e  down a l i t t l e  now, b u t  e v e n  so the  cur- 
r en t  could  e a s i l y  ca r ry  you away.  You m u s t  remember to 
hold o n  to t h e  t a i l  of a y a k  wi th  both hands ,  and  let it pul l  
you across ."  

"Yes ,  s i r , "  I nodded,  thankful  for h i s  fr iendly adv ice .  

"Now, you b e  careful .  Go  s lowly.  I'll tell your par- 
e n t s  I s a w  you a n d  you a r e  well." T h e n  h e  hurried o n  wi th  
t h e  mail. 



"Go slowly." I c a l l e d  a f t e r  him. T h e n  I con t inued  
t h e  long,  weary  c l imb  up Harruh La. 

We didn' t  go far  t h a t  d a y ;  and  t h e  n e x t  d a y  I had my 
f i r s t  look at t h e  b lack  nomad t e n t s  a n d  t h e  terr ifyingly 
 hug^ b lack mas t i f f s  t h a t  guard them. T h o s e  who h a v e  
h o r s e s  to r i d e  h a v e  nothing to fear ,  bu t  w h a t  a b o u t  me? 
What had I to p ro tec t  me from them? I began  having v i s i o n s  
of be ing  torn a p a r t  by  them. However,  as our  ca ravan  
approached,  t h e  owners  c a m e  o u t  a n d  held  the i r  d o g s  unt i l  
w e  w e r e  a l l  s a f e l y  pas t .  

T h e n  w e  r e a c h e d  t h e  r iver  and  t h e  c a r a v a n  s t a r t e d  
s p l a s h i n g  in,  b u t  I could  see no  p l a c e  where  a s m a l l  boy  
on  foot could  s a f e l y  c r o s s ,  e v e n  holding o n  to a yak ta i l .  

I wa lked  up and  down t h e  bank looking for  a s h a l l o w  
p l a c e  where ,  pe rhaps ,  I could  wade;  o r  a narrow p l a c e  
where ,  pe rhaps ,  I could  jump to t h e  o p p o s i t e  bank. All  t h e  
whi le  the  ra in-swol len  r ive r  f lowed r e l e n t l e s s l y  and  s w i f t l y  
on ,  and t h e  c a r a v a n  got far ther  a n d  far ther  away.  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  owner  of t h e  h o r s e s  i n  t h e - c a r a v a n  turned 
b a c k  a n d  c a m e  a c r o s s  to me. A s  h i s  h o r s e  s p l a s h e d  up  t h e  
bank, h e  a s k e d  m e  how much I'd g i v e  him to ca r ry  m e  ac- 
ross .  Knowing I'd h a v e  no  o t h e r  way  to c r o s s  I promised 
him wha tever  he'd a sk .  H e  a s k e d  for s i x  rupees ,  so my trea-  
s u r e d  s t o r e  of c o i n s  dwindled  to th i r t een  rupees .  H e  s a i d  
he wouldn't  a s k  t h a t  much when w e  had to r e c r o s s  t h e  
r iver  two d a y s  l a t e r  

T h e  n e x t  d a y  w e  c a m e  o u t  o n  B o n y a  Tongding.  T h e r e  
w e  s a w  g r e a t  h e r d s  of an te lope ,  a n d  when w e  camped  t h a t  
af ternoon,  my fr iend a n d  I fol lowed a herd for  q u i t e  a d i s -  
tance .  We also s a w  a lot of  p r a i r i e  d o g s  o n  t h a t  p la t eau .  

It w a s  at Bonya  Tongd ing  t h a t  all t h e  med ic ine  i n  my 
f i r s t  a i d  k i t  w a s  u s e d  up. Some of t h e  men c la imed  t h a t  
coming o u t  o n  t h e  wide  p la in  made  too much l i g h t  for t h e i r  
e y e s  and  t h e y  n e e d e d  s o m e  o f  my medicine.  T h e y  q u i c k l y  
f in i shed  up  t h e  mercurochrome - o n e  man s p i l l e d  i t  a l l  
o v e r  h i s  f a c e ,  c l o t h e s ,  s a d d l e ,  a n d  horse ;  and how t h e y  all 



laughed.  Othe r s  ga the red  around,  and with o n e  compla in t  
a n d  another ,  took c a r e  of a l l  t he  r e s t  of t h e  p rec ious  s u p p l y  
Aunty G l a d y s  had g iven  me a t  part ing.  

F o r  cook ing  our  food t h a t  n ight  and in  t h e  morning, 
w e  had to go o u t  and  g a t h e r  cow ch ips .  

A C a n t o n e s e  who w a s  t r ave l ing  wi th  u s  c a u g h t  a 
pra i r ie  d o g  t h a t  night ,  prepared  i t  i n  a t a s t y  d i s h ,  a n d  in- 
vi ted u s  to s h a r e  i t  wi th  him. My, how w e  en joyed  it. 

After w e  had e a t e n  s u p p e r  t h a t  night ,  o n e  of t h e  
T i b e t a n  men i n  t h e  c a r a v a n  to ld  u s  a b o u t  having b e e n  in 
India  and w h a t  a wonderful  country  i t  was .  H e  s h o w e d  u s  
a n  Indian  rupee.  I t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  I had  e v e r  s e e n ,  and  l i t t l e  
did I dream as I looked a t  i t  t h a t  within t e n  y e a r s  I'd b e  
handling them myself  in India.  

T h e  n e x t  morning w e  c r o s s e d  t h e  b ig  r iver ,  b u t  t h i s  
t ime  I d id  n o t  h a v e  to wait.  Aku Nongluh took me on  h i s  
horse ,  b u t  I had to p a y  f ive  r u p e e s ,  and  i t  left me on ly  
e ight .  We w e r e  to r e a c h  L i t a n g  t h a t  even ing ,  so t h o s e  who 
had h o r s e s  hurried o n  ahead.  Most of my fe l low-t ravelers  
had f r i ends  o r  r e l a t i v e s  i n  L i t ang .  

I t  ra ined a l l  af ternoon.  I had thought  to s t a y  with 
t h e  c a r a v a n  which  wouldn ' t  r e a c h  L i t a n g  unt i l  t h e  n e x t  
day. However,  my f r i ends  had g o n e  a h e a d  wi th  my bedd ing  
and all our  food; so t h e  men in  t h e  c a r a v a n  a d v i s e d  me to 
go on ,  a s s u r i n g  me t h a t  I could  s t i l l  get the re  in  good time. 
A C h i n e s e  boy who had b e e n  the re  before  and w a s  t r a v e l i n g  
with u s  of fered  to accompany  me. We s t a r t e d  on  in  t h e  rain.  
It w a s  a co ld ,  m i s e r a b l e  d a y  and w e  ran  much of t h e  t ime 
to k e e p  warm. T h e  i c y  wind whipped our  faces t i l l  w e  
cr ied  from t h e  misery.  O n e  th ing kep t  u s  g o i n g  -- t he re  w e r e  
hot  s p r i n g s  a h e a d  w h e r e  w e  could s t o p  and warm up wi th  
a bath. 

When w e  f ina l ly  r e a c h e d  t h e  hot  s p r i n g s ,  w e  bought  a 
b a s k e t  of cow c h i p s  a n d  bui l t  o u r s e l v e s  a f i re  in  t h e  she l t e r .  
T h e n  w e  undressed  and s a t  s o a k i n g  in t h e  hot  water .  A t  
l a s t  w e  d e c i d e d  w e  be t t e r  go o n ,  bu t  w e  took a bon.1 of h o t  
tea a p i e c e  to b r a c e  u s  o n  our  way. 



T h e  t r a i l  l e d  upward ,  a n d  when  w e  topped  t h e  s m a l l  
p a s s  w e  cou ld  see LiCang a h e a d ,  n e s t l e d  in  t h e  d i p  of  t h e  
p l a in  w h e r e  t h e  t w o  r i v e r s  met.  T h a t  g a v e  o u r  s p i r i t s  more  
of a l i f t  t h a n  t h e  h o t  b a t h  o r  t h e  tea. T h e  s u n  w a s  j u s t  s e t  
t ing;  b u t  in t h a t  h igh  c l e a r  a t m o s p h e r e  w e  w e r e  d e c e i v e d  
by  t h e  a p p a r e n t  promini ty of  t h e  town -- t h e  h i g h e s t  town i n  
t h e  world. We w e r e  s u r e  w e  could  r e a c h  i t  by  dark.  

On a n d  o n  w e  t ramped i n  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  dusk .  My 
companion  w a s  e v e n  more  a n x i o u s  to r e a c h  t h e  t o w n  t h a n  
I, for  h e  knew t h e  d a n g e r s  of t h e  town a f t e r  dark .  All  t h e  
d o g s  banded  t o g e t h e r  l i k e  a p a c k  o f  w o l v e s  and  w e r e  knowr! 
to a t t a c k  a n d  eat a n y  h a p l e s s  wande re r  at night.  H i s  t a l e s  
f i l l ed  me  wi th  horror,  a n d  I wondered  b i t t e r ly  why I had 
e v e n  though t  to a t t e m p t  t h i s  trip.  

D a r k n e s s  s e t t l e d ,  and  t h e  f r e e z i n g  r a i n  con t inued .  We 
s t u m b l e d  o n ,  for t h e r e  w a s  no th ing  e l s e  w e  c o u l d  do.  After-  
w a r d s  w e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  f i f t een  m i l e s  from w h e r e  w e  
had f i r s t  s e e n  L i t a n g  to t h e  town i t s e l f .  It m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  
around t e n  o ' c lock  w h e n  w e  f ina l ly  r e a c h e d  t h e  c i t y  gates, 
which ,  of c o u r s e ,  had  l o n g  s i n c e  b e e n  bar red .  We cou ld  
h e a r  t h e  d o g s  ba rk ing  a n d  howl ing  as t h e y  roamed t h e  
s t r e e t s ,  b u t  by t h i s  t i m e  I w a s  so numed w i t h  t h e  c o l d  t h a t  
I s c a r c e l y  c a r e d  a b o u t  a n y t h i n g  else. 

hly compan ion  knew a fami ly  w h o  l i ved  o n  t h e  w a l l  
and  s t a r t e d  c a l l i n g  them. A t  l o n g  l a s t ,  a woman c a m e  a n d  
let u s  in. S h e  b u i l t  a roa r ing  f i r e  so w e  cou ld  d ry  o u r  
c l o t h e s  a n d  brought  u s  s h e e p s k i n  l i n e d  r o b e s  to wrap  a round  
o u r s e l v e s .  While o u r  c l o t h e s  w e r e  d r y i n g  s h e  p repa red  u s  
a d e l i c i o u s  h o t  m e a l  a n d  poured u s  a l l  t h e  bu t t e r  tea w e  
could  dr ink.  I t  t ook  a l o n g  t ime  of huddl ing  c l o s e  to t h e  
f i re  w i t h  c h a t t e r i n g  t e e t h  before  I f i n a l l y  felt warm, b u t  m y  
h e a r t  w a s  warmed b y  k i n d n e s s  of t h e  woman w h o  had w e l -  
corned u s  i n t o  h e r  home so gene rous ly .  It w a s  s i m p l y  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  w e  w e r e  from B a t a n g ,  h e r  home town,  w h i c h  c a u s e d  
her  to t r e a t  u s  w i t h  s u c h  k i n d n e s s .  B y  t h e  t i m e  I w e n t  to 
s l e e p  t h a t  n i g h t  I d e c i d e d  m a y b e  t h e  world w a s n ' t  s u c h  a 
c r u e l  p l a c e  a f t e r  a l l .  



T h e  n e x t  morning w e  jo ined  o u r  f e l l ow- t r ave le r s ,  a n d  
w e  a l l  s p e n t  t h e  n e x t  t w o  d a y s  s igh t - see ing .  I w a s  a s h a m e d  
of my a p p e a r a n c e  as w e  w e n t  around v i s i t i n g ,  b u t  w h a t  
could  I d o ?  I had  no th ing  e l s e  to wea r ,  and  i t  c e r t a i n l y  
wasn ' t  my f a u l t  my w e a l t h y  c o m p a n i o n s  c h o s e  to d r e s s  in  
a l l  t h e i r  f inery.  

L i t a n g  w a s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  p l a c e .  T h e  h o u s e s  a r e  
ve ry  low a n d  a r e  b u i l t  o f  s o d .  S i n c e  t h e  a l t i t u d e  i s  too high  
for t r e e s ,  t h e  o n l y  fue l  a v a i l a b l e  i s  cow c h i p s .  I t h o u g h t  i t  
v e r y  o d d  to see t h e  w a l l s  of t h e  h o u s e s  p l a s t e r e d  wi th  c o w  
dung ,  b u t  t h e  p u r p o s e  w a s  to d ry  i t  o u t  for fuel .  A n o t h e r  
t h i n g  t h a t  i m p r e s s e d  m e  w a s  t h e  q u a n t i t i e s  of m e a t  a v a i l a b l e  
a n d  t h e  low cost o f  i t .  

We s p e n t  n e a r l y  a d a y  i n  t h e  h u g e  monas t e ry .  T h e y  
told u s  t h e r e  w e r e  s i x  t h o u s a n d  p r i e s t s  l i v i n g  the re .  T h a t  
monas t e ry  h a s  o n e  of t h e  b i g g e s t  l i b r a r i e s  i n  T i b e t .  T h e  
p r i e s t s  w e r e  d o i n g  a 1ucra. t ive b u s i n e s s  s e l l i n g  c l o t h ,  
g ra in ,  tea a n d  o t h e r  m e r c h a n d i s e  o t h e r w i s e  u n a v a i l a b l e  o n  
t h a t  h igh  p l a t e a u .  Much of  i t ,  t h e y  s a i d ,  w a s  from India .  
However ,  I w a s  m o s t  d e e p l y  i m p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  g o l d e n  l a m p s  
t h a t  w e r e  k e p t  bu rn ing  p e r p e t u a l l y  be fo re  t h e  i d o l s .  I n e v e r  
s a w  so much gold  in  my l i fe .  T h e y  w e r e  p r o t e c t e d  b y  a 
s t r o n g  s c r e e n  a n d  w e r e  a l s o  c h a i n e d  wi th  g o l d e n  c h a i n s  t o  
t h e i r  s t a n d s .  T h e  f loor  w a s  worn s m o o t h  a n d  s h i n y  from t h e  
p r o s t r a t i o n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  of  w o r s h i p e r s .  

On  t h e  th i rd  d a y  w e  s t a r t e d  up  a n d  around t h e  moun- 
t a i n ,  l e a v i n g  beh ind  u s  t h e  h i g h e s t  c i t y  i n  T i b e t .  T h i s  w a s  
t h e  d a y  w e  w e r e  to go through t h e  m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  r o b b e r  
te r r i to ry  fo r  w e  w e r e  coming  to t h e  junc t ion  of s e v e r a l  
t r a i l s .  T h e  r o b b e r s  l i k e  to t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  of s u c h  a n  un- 
u s u a l  p l a c e ,  for  i t  i s  more d i f f i c u l t  to p u r s u e  them  hen 
they  h a v e  s e v e r a l  d i r e c t i o n s  i n  w h i c h  to f lee .  

N o t  many i n  o u r  c a r a v a n  w e r e  armed.  O n e  of my 
f r i e n d s  t i e d  h i s  umbre l l a  a c r o s s  my b a c k ,  so t h a t  i t  would  
look  from a d i s t a n c e  as though I w e r e  c a r r y i n g  a gun.  A l l  
t h e  o t h e r s  who  w e r e  unarmed u s e d  s t i c k s  in  a s i m i l a r  
f a s h i o n ,  a n d  s o o n  t h e  w h o l e  c a r a v a n  w a s  b r i s t l i n g  l i k e  a n  



army. Be fo re  l o n g  w e  s p o t t e d  q u i t e  a number of  ho r semen  
o n  t h e  p l a i n  a h e a d  of u s ,  a n d  o u r  h e a r t s  b e g a n  to qua i l .  
However ,  w e  w e n t  o n ,  t ry ing  to look  a n d  f e e l  bold. 

A young  r ide r  b roke  a w a y  from t h e  g roup  at a g a l l o p ,  
th rowing  h i s  h a t  to t h e  ground. H i s  h o r s e  w e n t  i n  a w i d e  
c i r c l e ,  t h e  r i de r  y e l l i n g  t h e  robber  c a l l .  A s  h e  c a m e  back  
to h i s  h a t  h e  s w o o p e d  down and  s c o o p e d  i t  up  w i t h o u t  
s l o w i n g  h i s  h o r s e  i n  t h e  least. I had  n e v e r  s e e n  s u c h  
h o r s e m a n s h i p  a n d  w a s  so i m p r e s s e d  t h a t  I c o m p l e t e l y  fbr- 
got my fea r s .  Aku L a k h a  J i t s e n  immed ia t e ly  iden t i f i ed  him 
as a f r i end ,  a n d  o u r  l a u g h t e r  c h a s e d  a w a y  t h e  d r e a d  of  
robbery  as  t h e  wind d r i v e s  c l o u d s  from a s n o w  peak .  

L a t e r  t h a t  d a y  w e  c a m e  o u t  o n  a n o t h e r  w i d e r  p l a t e a u  
wi th  a l o n e l y  chorten l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of it .  T h e r e  a r e  
prayer  w h e e l s  i n  t h e  s h r i n e  a n d  b e l l s  hung a l l  a round  t h e  
s i d e s  of  i t  w h i c h  a r e  k e p t  r i ng ing  c o n s t a n t l y  by  t h e  wind. 
T h e r e  t h e  nomad t r i b e s  g a t h e r  from a l l  o v e r  e v e r y  y e a r  a n d  
set u p  t h e i r  b l a c k  t e n t s  fo r  a t h r e e  month  per iod  o f  w o r s h i p  
a n d  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  gods .  

We c a m p e d  be fo re  w e  r e a c h e d  t h e  s h r i n e k  s p e n d i n g  
o u r  last n i g h t  o u t  i n  t h e  open ;  b u t  w e  con t inued  o u r  journey  
e a r l y  t h e  n e x t  morning. We r o d e  a l o n g  through t h e  p l a i n  
t h e  w h o l e  d a y  a n d  p a s s e d  t h e  twin  moun ta ins  w h i c h  r e sem-  
b l e  t h e  humps  of  a p a c k  s a d d l e .  B e t w e e n  t h e  two  m o u n t a i n s  
I n o t i c e d  a g r o u p  of men d i g g i n g  a n d  a s k e d  w h a t  t h e y  w e r e  
doing.  T h e y  m a k e  t h e i r  l i v l ihood ,  I l e a r n e d ,  by g a t h e r i n g  
w o r m g r a s s  a n d  o t h e r  med ic ina l  h e r b s  which  t h e y  sell d o w n  
in Ch ina .  A f a v o r i t e  p a s t i m e ,  I w a s  also informed,  i s  to 
g u a g e  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of a c a r a v a n  as i t  p a s s e s ,  a n d  if i t  i s  a 
s m a l l  o n e ,  to r o b  t h e  k a v e l e r s .  T h e  T i b e t a n  n a m e  for  worm- 

t 4 g r a s s  i s  Yatsa-gimbu which  m e a n s  summer  g r a s s - w i n t e r  
worm." It  i s  a f a v o r i t e  d e l i c a c y  a m o n g  t h e  C h i n e s e .  

T h a t  a f t e rnoon  w e  w e n t  down  a s t e e p  p a s s ,  l e a v i n g  
beh ind  u s  t h e  h igh  w i n d s w e p t  p l a t e a u s  a n d  g o i n g  d o w n  i n t o  
o n e  of t h e  m o s t  beau t i fu l  v a l l e y s  I h a v e  e v e r  s e e n  - Nguh- 
loh ih .  T h e r e  w a s  a s m a l l  s t r e a m  wind ing  through t h e  v a l l e y ,  
and  w e  n o t i c e d  a s  w e  forded i t ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  ful l  o f  f i sh .  We 



found s o m e  g o o d  s t o u t  t ho rns ,  a n d  m a d e  o u r s e l v e s  f i s h i n g  
t a c k l e ,  u s i n g  them for  hooks .  T h e r e  w e r e  p l e n t y  o f  worms 
for b a i t ,  a n d  i n  a s h o r t  t ime  w e  had a b i g  m e s s  o f  f i s h  for  
s u p p e r .  T h a t  w a s  o n e  of t h e  b e s t  m e a l s  of o u r  w h o l e  t r ip .  

I t  w a s  a l m o s t  wi th  r e g r e t  t h a t  w e  l e f t  t h a t  p l e a s i n g  
p l a c e  a n d  s t a r t e d  t h e  t e d i o u s  c l i m b  up  R a m a  La. Up  a n d  
down,  u p  a n d  d o w n  w e  t r a v e l e d ,  g e t t i n g  h i g h e r  a n d  h ighe r  
i n s p i t e  of t h e  f r e q u e n t  d e s c e n t s .  

A s  w e  w e r e  c l imb ing ,  o n e  of o u r  t e a c h e r s  w h o  w a s  
t r ave l ing  w i t h  u s  f e l l  off h i s  h o r s e  a n d  c r a c k e d  h i s  leg .  
From t h a t  t i m e  o n  I w a s  d e l e g a t e d  to t h e  t a s k  of l e a d i n g  
h i s  h o r s e ,  h e l p i n g  him o n  a n d  o f f  i t ,  a n d  runn ing  all h i s  
e r r a n d s  f o r  him. 

When w e  s t o p p e d  for  l u n c h  t h a t  noon,  o n  t h e  p a s s ,  I 
s a w  a s q u i r r e l  a n d  b e g a n  c h a s i n g  it .  I t  w a s  too high  for  
t r e e s  a n d  too ba r ren  f o r  a n y  o t h e r  h id ing  p l a c e  e x c e p t  o n e  
l i t t l e  bush .  I c h a s e d  i t  a round  a n d  a round  t h a t  l i t t l e  b u s h ,  
de t e rmined  to c a t c h  i t ;  a n d  t h e  c a r a v a n  w e n t  o n  w i t h o u t  me. 
I c a u g h t  t h e  s q u i r r e l  at  last, a n d  k e p t  him i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  h e  b i t  m e  r i g h t  th rough t h e  f ingerna i l .  T h e n  I 
hurr ied to c a t c h  u p  w i t h  t h e  c a r a v a n .  I found them o n  t h e  
very  t o p  of  t h e  p a s s ,  w h e r e  t h e y  had  s t o p p e d  for  tea. O n e  
of my T i b e t a n  f r i e n d s  s k i n n e d  t h e  s q u i r r e l  a l i v e ,  k e e p i n g  
t h e  s k i n  h imse l f  to w i p e  h i s  e y e s ,  for i t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
s q u i r r e l  s k i n s  a r e  v e r y  b e n e f i c i a l  fo r  s o r e  e y e s .  

From t h e  t o p  o f  R a m a  La w e  cou ld  see r a n g e s  of 
m o u n t a i n s  in  e v e r y  d i r e c t i o n .  T h e  e x p e r i e n c e d  members  o f  
t h e  c a r a v a n  p o i n t e d  o u t  to t h e  r e s t  of u s  t h e  moun ta ins  w e  
w e r e  y e t  to c r o s s  - s t o r i e d  Mynya G i n k a ,  a n d  t h e  moun- 
t a i n s  s u r r o u n d i n g  K a n g t i n e ,  o u r  d e s t i n a t i o n .  

T h e n  b e g a n  t h e  l o n g  d e s c e n t .  T o w a r d s  e v e n i n g  w e  
c a m e  to Magendrung ,  a three- fami ly  v i l l a g e ,  n e s t l e d  d e e p  
in t h e  woods .  T h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  make  t h e i r  l i v i n g  w e a v i n g  
a l l  t y p e s  a n d  s i z e s  o f  bamboo  b a s k e t s .  T h e r e  w e  bough t  
e n o u g h  tsamba to l a s t  u s  to N y a c h u k a w ,  for  o u r  s u p p l i e s  
w e r e  d w i n d l i n g  fast. 



T h e  n e x t  d a y  w a s  s p e n t  cont inuing our  d e s c e n t .  I 
w a s  de l igh ted  by t h e  warm weather  and the  d i s c o v e r y  of 
r ipe  p e a c h e s ,  corn ,  and squash .  From t h a t  va l l ey  w e  fol- 
lowed a s t r e a m  t h a t  l e d  u s  to the  Nyachu ( F i s h  River) .  

J u s t  as w e  turned the  bend t h a t  brought u s  our  f i r s t  
g l impse  of Nyachukaw, w e  met a woman carry ing a full  
keg of water  o n  her  back.  T h e  T i b e t a n  members of t h e  
ca ravan  b a c a m e  highly exc i t ed  a b o u t  t h i s  good woman 
and p resen ted  t h e  woman with a khata ( a  whi te  sca r f  of 
b less ing) ,  p u t  s o m e  but ter  on  t h e  e d g e  of t h e  w a t e r  keg,  
and took a l i t t l e  of the  water  to s p r i n k l e  around as a vo- 
t i v e  of fer ing  as they prayed many prayers.  

I w a s  impressed  by t h e  tile-roofed h o u s e s  of Nyachu- 
kaw. T h e y  were  t h e  f i r s t  t i le-roofs I had e v e r  s e e n .  Some 
of t h e  men of t h e  ca ravan  s h o t  the i r  g u n s  to s i g n a l  t h a t  
w e  were  r e a d y  to c r o s s  t h e  river.  A young boy c l a c k e d  a 
wooden cymbal ,  and  peop le  ga thered  from a l l  o v e r  to w a t c h  
us  c r o s s .  It  w a s  ra ther  d i f f icul t  to get s o m e  of t h e  h a r s e s  
into t h e  boat.  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  in  two c r o s s i n g s  w e  w e r e  all 
a c r o s s  and s e t t l e d  to s p e n d  t h e  n ight  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of 
t h e  river.  

We s p e n t  two  d a y s  at Nyachukaw;  t h e  f i r s t  i n  wash-  
ing o u r  c l o t h e s  and r e s t i n g  from t h e  r igors  of travel .  We 
a l s o  v i s i t e d  f r i ends  the re ,  p r e s e n t i n g  them wi th  a p p l e s  
and f lour from Batang.  T h e  s e c o n d  d a y  w e  s p e n t  s i g h t -  
s e e i n g .  We w e r e  a l s o  invi ted  to a feast by t h e  m a g i s t r a t e  of 
t h e  town. 

T h e  mos t  i n t e r e s t i n g  s i g h t  w a s  t h e  br idge  h e a d s  of a 
beaut i fu l  br idge  t h a t  had b e e n  e r e c t e d  under  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
of a F r e n c h  e n g i n e e r  in  t h e  f i f teenth  y e a r  of t h e  Repub l i c .  
T h e n  the re  w a s  f ight ing  among t h e  C h i n e s e  a n d  o n e  gen-  
era l  r e t r ea ted  a c r o s s  t h e  br idge  a n d  c u t  i t  behind him. 
I t  could  h a v e  b e e n  repai red ,  bu t  i t  had  t a k e n  t h e  l iv l ihood 
from t h e  boatmen,  so t h e y  comple te ly  d e m o l i s h e d  it. Now 
they  make  enough  wi th  the i r  boat ing  to d r ink  and to s m o k e  
opium, so t h e y  a r e  s a t i s f i e d .  



T h e r e  a r e  minera l  w a t e r s  at Nyachukaw,  and  w e  w e r e  
urged to dr ink  as  much as p o s s i b l e  for  o u r  hea l th .  We'd a l l  
go down  to t h e  s t r e a m  and  d r ink  a l l  w e  c o u l d  hold a n d  then  
we'd c a r r y  more  b a c k  to d r ink  where  w e  w e r e  s t a y i n g .  

While w e  w e r e  t h e r e  I made  f r i e n d s  w i t h  a boy  w h o s e  
f a the r  had  o n c e  b e e n  t h e  c i t y  mag i s t r a t e .  H e  had  j u s t  d i e d  
a f ew m o n t h s  p r e v i o u s l y ,  b u t  t h e  fami ly  s t a y e d  o n  the re .  
T h e  boy  i n v i t e d  me to s p e n d  t h e  n i g h t  w i t h  him, a n d  s i n c e  
i t  w a s  so hot ,  w e  w e n t  up  o n  t h e  roof. We s p e n t  m o s t  of 
t h e  n i g h t  t e a c h i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  a l l  t h e  s o n g s  e a c h  of u s  knew. 

T h e  third d a y  w e  a g a i n  r e s u m e d  o u r  journey  up o v e r  
a s m a l l  p a s s ,  fo l lowing  t h e  r i v e r  e a s t w a r d  toward  t h e  
p l a i n  of  Minyadrung. A t  t h e  e n d  of f i f t e e n  m i l e s  o r  45 lee, 
w e  c a m e  upon a h igh  e i g h t - s i d e d  s t o n e  tower ,  e v i d e n t l y  
we l l  bui l t .  I  w a s  informed t h a t  i t  a n d  o t h e r s  w e  would  b e  
s e e i n g  a l o n g  t h e  r o u t e  w e r e  r e l i c s  o f  t h e  Manchu Dynas ty .  
T h e y  w e r e  gove rnmen t  r e s t  h o u s e s  w h i c h  had  b e e n  e r e c t e d  
e v e r y  45 l e e  b e t w e e n  K a n g t i n g  a n d  Nyachukaw.  S o m e  o f  
them w e r e  s t i l l  u s a b l e .  O t h e r s  w e r e  f a l l i n g  i n t o  d e c a y .  We 
s t o p p e d  for  tea at t h e  f i r s t  o n e  a n d  s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  n e a r  
t h e  s e c o n d ,  at t h e  town  of Wahlungsu. 

From t h e  t o p  of t h e  p a s s ,  w h i c h  w e  c l imbed  t h e  n e x t  
d a y ,  w e  cou ld  a g a i n  see t h e  m o u n t a i n s  s u r r o u n d i n g  Kang-  
t ing. T h e y  s e e m e d  much n e a r e r ,  a n d  I b e g a n  wonder ing  
w h a t  kind of p l a c e  I would find t h i s  K a n g t i n g  to be.  

S lowly  w e  wound o u r  w a y  d o w n  t h e  moun ta in  s i d e  
i n t o  t h e  w i d e  low p l a i n  of Minyadrung.  I t  had  b e e n  a s o u r c e  
of a m a z e m e n t  to m e  to find p e o p l e  e a t i n g  co rn  o n  t h e  c o b  
so e a r l y  i n  t h e  y e a r  at  N y a c h j k a w ,  b u t  I w a s  e v e n  more 
s u r p r i s e d  to see t h e  p e o p l e  h e r e  a l r e a d y  h a r v e s t i n g  t h e i r  
grain.  T h e i r  f l a i l s  for  t h r e s h i n g  w e r e  s e v e r a l  t h o n g s  at- 
t a c h e d  to a h a n d l e  i n s t e a d  of two jo ined  s t i c k s  as w e  u s e  
at Ba tang .  

We t r a v e l e d  a l o n g  b e t w e e n  f i e l d s  of  g r e e n  p e a s .  
Some  o f  u s  l a y  d o w n  b e t w e e n  t h e  r o w s  a n d  ate p e a s .  L a t e r  
w h e n  w e  w e n t  o n  a n d  r e a c h e d  t h e  town,  w e  found p e a s  s e l l -  



ing for  a do l l a r  ( C h i n e s e  National  Currency) a gin. Imag- 
ine  p e a s  so cheap.  We bought a dol lar ' s  worth and enjoyed 
them a l m o s t  as much as the  o n e s  in the  field. We a l s o  
found p e a n u t s  numerous and c h e a p ,  so we  en joyed  plenty 
of them, too. 

S ince  i t  w a s  e a r l y  af ternoon when we  reached t h e  
town, s o m e  of u s  wen t  o u t  to watch  C h i n e s e  panning gold 
a l o n g  t h e  river.  I found and picked up a nugget  a l i t t l e  
l a rge r  t h a n  a gra in  of r ice .  O n e  of t h e  men who w a s  pann ing  
gold told me w h a t  a good omen t h a t  w a s  for my future d a y s  
as a s t u d e n t  in Kangting.  However,  I d idn ' t  get to k e e p  my 
nugget  long,  for o n e  of t h e  T i b e t a n  men took i t  to k e e p  in 
h i s  charm box. 

T h e  p r o c e s s  of panning the  gold  w a s  very i n t e r e s t i n g  
to me. T h e  men d u g  up the  s a n d  a l o n g  the  bank of t h e  river.  
Only in  c e r t a i n  k inds  of s o i l  d id  they  find go ld ,  b u t  they  
dug a l l  around t e s t i n g  t h e  ground for t h e  r igh t  kind of 
ear th .  T h e  d i r t  o r  s a n d  i s  p l a c e d  i n  s m a l l  amounts  o n  a 
board resembl ing  a washboard.  A s h a l l o w  s t r eam of wa te r  
i s  permi t ted  to flow o v e r  the  board w a s h i n g  a w a y  t h e  d i r t  
and l e a v i n g  t h e  heavy s a n d  in t h e  s l o t s  of t h e  board. T h e n  
i t  is p l a c e d  wi th  wa te r  in  a d ipper  which h a s  a c i rcu la r  
d e p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  bottom. T h e  c o n t e n t s  of t h e  d ipper  a r e  
s w i s h e d  around unti l  t he  gold h a s  s e t t l e d  in to  t h e  depres -  
s ion .  T h e  w a t e r  i s  poured o u t  ca re fu l ly ,  and t h e  gold  d u s t  
i s  p u t  in a papee .  

We s p e n t  the  n ight  in  a l a rge  h o u s e  where  w e  en-  
joyed a wonderful s u p p e r  of nzuna - s m a l l  s q u a r e  of 
dough cooked in  but ter  and c h e e s e .  

T h e  n e x t  morning w e  c r o s s e d  a bridge. Beyond i t  w e  
p a u s e d  for a w h i l e  to wa tch  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of a n  airport ,  
which  w e  a l s o  c rossed .  T h e n  we  c a m e  to ano the r  bridge,  
and a f t e r  w e  had c r o s s e d  i t  we  met  g roups  of  peop le  build- 
ing  a motor road which w a s  to c o n n e c t  S ikang  and  Chengha i  
p rov inces .  

It w a s  t h a t  d a y  t h a t  w e  reached  t h e  l egendary  boun- 
da ry  be tween  C h i n a  and T i b e t  - J i d o  La. T h e  s t o r y  goes 



tibat Tsu-kolicqg, tb Empam's ri@&htsnd man, dieoiddctnd to 
@in, all the kingdoms of China under the Emperor. He wste 
~11~53es~f111 until! he came tQc Tibatan territory. Tiwe he 
dersided that Tibet  ~ 1 i l 8  a w a r k h l ~ s ~  wildameee, but to  let 
a boundary he shot  an arrow, declaring that  whew it landed 
would be the  l ine between China and Tibet. It landgd in 
Kangting, and though that i s  not the legal boundary, there 
are few Chinese wes t  of there and few Tibetans east. The  
old name for Kangting, Tatsienlu, means "Place where the  
arrow landed." The Tibetan name of the town, Tatsendo, 
comes from the fact that it is in s deep valley between 
three high mountains. "Center of the camp fire" i s  the 
meaning, indicating the three mountains as the stoneg of 
the fire place. 

We $pent our l a s t  night of the trip in Jido, on the side 
of the mountain where there are hot springs. It was with 
eager anticipation and a little trepidation that I looked for- 
ward ta the next day. 

The trail led through many passes like this one 
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Chapter V 

E a r l y  t h e  next  morning we s t a r t ed  down the  moun- 
t a in  for t he  last d a y  of our long journey. T h o s e  who had 
horses  rode o n  ahead.  Our f i r s t  g l impse  of Kangting w a s  
huge p i l e s  of boulders  l e f t  by a g r e a t  flood which had com- 
ple te ly  wiped o u t  the  original  ci ty.  Then ,  on t he  s i d e  of 
Dehto w e  s a w  t h e  gleaming white wa l l s  of t h e  Kangting 
Lamasary.  

F ina l ly  we  were down in t he  valley.  A s  w e  approached 
an  arched s t o n e  bridge,  I recognized two of my f r iends  who 
had walked ou t  of t h e  c i t y  to meet  me. T h e y  conducted me 
proudly through t he  South Ga t e  and dowr: t he  cobbled main 
s t r e e t  of t he  town. T h e  Kangting River  f lows r ight  through 
the town, and they l ed  me back and forth a c r o s s  s e v e r a l  
bridges. S ince  I had no part icular  de s t i na t i on  (excep t  t h e  
ult imate des t ina t ion  of school )  they  f inal ly  l ed  me to t h e  
home of t h e  s i s t e r  of o n e  of my t ravel ing companions. 

Wang Shoru's s i s t e r  welcomed him en thus i a s t i c a l l y  
and urged him to come ups ta i r s  for a bath  and  c l e a n  c l o t h e s  
and to r e s t  awhi le  o n  a bed with spr ings .  She  had married 
a C h i n e s e  man and they  were  do ing  a prosperous  b u s i n e s s  
s e l l i ng  opium. Wang told me to wai t  downs ta i r s ,  and I w a s  
immediately forgotten. 

T h e  room in  which I w a s  l e f t  w a s  smal l  and dark,  
and had a bamboo mat  o n  the  floor. I s a w  no  more of t he  
family for t h e  r e s t  of t h e  day. I thought abou t  go ing  o u t  
and looking around,  but  my friend had told me to wait .  
Also,  I thought  s o m e  of our o ther  t ravel ing companions 
might come to h i s  house ,  so I wai ted  and waited;  and  as I 



wai ted  my mind began  f i l l ing  aga in  wi th  doub t s .  What i f  I 
would n o t  b e  a c c e p t e d  in to  s c h o o l  a f t e r  a l l ?  What i f  my 
long journey w a s  en t i r e ly  f r u i t l e s s ?  Where would I g o  from 
here and wha t  could I d o ?  T h e  hours  d ragged  o n  and t h e  
d a r k n e s s  in t h e  room began  to deepen .  

In t h e  e v e n i n g  a s e r v a n t  c a m e  i n  and  a s k e d  me where  
I w a s  from and  why I had come. I e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  I w a s  a 
T i b e t a n  from B a t a n g  and  that. I had come  down to go to 
school .  H i s  i n t e r e s t  and sympa thy  l i f t e d ,  for awhi le ,  t h e  
dark man t l e  of gloom which had s e t t l e d  o v e r  me as I sat 
a l o n e  l i s t e n i n g  to t h e  e x c i t e d  conversa t ion  and g a y  l augh te r  
of my friend and  h i s  family i n  ano the r  p a r t  of t h e  house .  
T h e  s e r v a n t  s o o n  re turned wi th  a bowl of r i c e  porridge for 
my supper .  I s p e n t  t h e  n ight  s l e e p i n g  o n  t h e  bamboo mat,  
and in  t h e  morning I w a s  g i v e n  a n o t h e r  bowl of porridge. 

I began  wonder ing if I w a s  to s p e n d  ano the r  d a y  s i t -  
t ing  in  t h a t  wa i t ing  room. T h e n ,  a former B a t a n g  schoo l -  
mate,  T s a n g  Susho ,  c a m e  in  a n d  g r e e t e d  me warmly. H e  
a s k e d  a l l  a b o u t  our  t r ip  and how I though t  I would l i k e  
Kangting. H e  to ld  me no t  to worry a b o u t  anything,  for h e  
would he lp  me get in to  s c h o o l  a n d  i n  e v e r y  way  p o s s i b l e  
make my new l i f e  e a s i e r .  H e  a s s u r e d  me t h a t  I could re ly  
on h i s  exper ience ,  and though h e ,  too, w a s  poor,  h e  would 
s h a r e  wi th  me wha t  h e  had. We had b e e n  good f r iends  in 
Ba tang ,  for though h e  w a s  o lde r  than  I and a h e a d  of me in 
s c h o o l ,  ou r  fa ther ' s  f i e l d s  ad jo ined  and  w e  had o f t e n  worked 
in them together .  H e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  w e  v i s i t  Co lone l  F u  
who w a s  i n  Kangt ing  at the  t ime,  and a s k  him to h e l p  u s  
get i n t o  schoo l .  

For  t h e  n e x t  d a y  o r  two w e  did  l i t t l e  e x c e p t  w a n d e r  
around t h e  town. Wang's s i s t e r  took u s  s h o p p i n g  o n e  day .  
We had to buy our  s c h o o l  uniforms. I bought  a b lack  c lo th  
c a p  to g o  with my uniform (which I hoped s o m e  d a y  to h a v e )  
for four d o l l a r s  (C.N.C.), but  t h a t  w a s  too c h e a p  for Wang, 
so h i s  s i s t e r  took him around to where  they  found a fancy 
c a p  fo r  four hundred do l l a r s .  



When w e  v i s i t e d  Colonel  F u  h e  g rac ious ly  promised 
to h e l p  u s  get in to  schoo l .  H e  appointed  o n e  o f  h i s  men as 
a pe r sona l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  to c o n d u c t  u s  to t h e  pr inc ipal  of 
t h e  schoo l .  T h e  pr inc ipal  exp la ined  t h a t  e v e r y  T i b e t a n  s t u -  
d e n t  had to s e n d  in  a pe r sona l  app l i ca t ion  to t h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  
Department of t h e  Cen t ra l  Government at Chungking. How- 
ever ,  h e  had recen t ly  returned from Chungking v e s t e d  with 
the  author i ty  to a c c e p t  T i b e t a n  s t u d e n t s .  H e  would g lad ly  
en ro l l  u s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l ,  par t icular ly  i n  cons ide ra t ion  of t h e  
p a i n s  w e  had t aken  to further  o u r  educat ion .  

T h e n  c a m e  t h e  formality of  r eg i s t e r ing  - having o u r  
p ic tu res  t aken ,  be ing  interviewed by t h e  s c h o o l  o f f i c i a l s ,  
and pay ing  t h e  e n t r a n c e  fee. Al l  t h i s  took s e v e r a l  d a y s .  In 
t h e  meantime,  w e  v i s i t ed  t h e  s c h o o l  and  b e c a m e  a c q u a i n t e d  
wi th  t h e  surroundings  in  which w e  w e r e  to s p e n d  t h e  i ~ e x t  
t h r e e  yea r s .  

At  f i r s t  I thought  t h e  s c h o o l  w a s  a wonderful  p l a c e  
and could  hardly w a i t  to move in  and get s t a r t ed .  T h e r e  
were  e l e c t r i c  l igh t s ;  w e  would all l i v e  together  in  t h e  dorm- 
i to r i e s ;  b o y s  a n d  g i r l s  cou ld  eat together .  T h e  s t u d e n t s  
s e e m e d  jol ly and ca re f ree  a n d  looked so po l i shed  i n  the i r  
b l a c k  uniforms. How I wished  I could  afford one.  

School  had b e e n  in  s e s s i o n  for  t h r e e  w e e k s  when w e  
were  f ina l ly  through wi th  a l l  t h e  formal i t ies  and cou ld  move 
in to  t h e  dorm and  get s t a r t e d  in  schoo l .  S i n c e  I had on ly  a 
r o b e  a n d  a s h e e t  for bedding and  nothing at a11 to s h o w  off ,  
I took a t o p  bunk and w a s  qu ick ly  s e t t l e d  in  my p lace .  My 
compan ions  had to h a v e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  h e l p  them move i n  
all t h e i r  p o s s e s s i o n s  and took much longer  to get s e t t l e d .  

T h e n  began  t h e  t a s k  of learning.  Our  c l a s s m a t e s  had 
a l r e a d y  l ea rned  t h e  a lphabe t ,  and w e  had to hurry to c a t c h  
up wi th  them i s  Eng l i sh .  T h e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s ,  be ing  i n  Chin- 
ese, w e r e  n o t  so difficult.  

S i n c e  I w a s  o n e  of t h e  y o u n g e s t  and s m a l l e s t  s t u d e n t s ,  
I f e l t  t h a t  maybe I had b e e n  presumpt ive  i n  th inking I cou ld  
compe te  wi th  o lder ,  b e t t e r  e d u c a t e d  s t u d e n t s .  T h e n  when I 
d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  the re  w a s  a s t u d e n t  from Derge  who had 



n e v e r  b e e n  to s c h o o l  at a l l  and  ano the r  who had on ly  had a 
l i t t l e  s c h o o l i n g ,  I regained conf idence .  

f 'his w a s  n o t  to l a s t  long. T h e  n igh t s  w e r e  co ld ,  a n d  
wi th  my meager  bedding I could  s c a r c e l y  k e e p  warm enough 
to s l e e p .  A l s o  w e  had on ly  two  m e a l s  a day.  F o r  b reakfas t  
w e  had a th in  porridge,  and  for d inner  two bowls  of r i c e  wi th  
o n e  ve tab le .  T h e r e  w a s  pork o n c e  a week ,  but  t h e  a d v a n c e d  
s t u d e n t s  got a l l  of it .  We were  lucky  if w e  got a bone  o r  
p i e c e  of rind to g n a w  on. I w a s  mise rab ly  hungry all t h e  
time. B e c a u s e  of t h a t  I could not  s t u d y  we l l ,  and  my g r a d e s  
for t h e  f i r s t  term w e r e  very low. I o f t en  wondered why I had  
e v e n  tempted to come to schoo l .  

T h e  fact t h a t  I w a s  y o u n g e s t  and  s m a l l e s t  as we l l  as 
t h e  p o o r e s t  made me t h e  s c a p e g o a t  for eve ry th ing  t h a t  w e n t  
wrong i n  t h e  dormitory. E v e n  t h e  two wi th  l e s s  s c h o o l i n g  
than  I had money to g i v e  them s o m e  s t and ing .  

For  t h e  f i r s t  few d a y s ,  eve ry  t ime t h e  bel l  rang I 
thought  i t  w a s  s u r e l y  for a meal  and wondered at t h e  ca lm 
ind i f fe rence  of the  o l d e r  s t u d e n t s .  However,  I s o o n  l ea rned  
t h a t  when i t  w a s  for a meal  t h e r e  w a s  a mad d a s h  for t h e  
d in ing  hal l .  T h e  o l d e r  s t u d e n t s  had t h e  priori ty,  no  mat ter  
who got to t h e  l i n e  f irs t .  We a l l  had to gu lp  our  food l i k e  
d o g s  if w e  wanted  s e c o n d s .  

S i n c e  i t  w a s  cold  wea the r  the re  w a s  h o t  w a t e r  e v e r y  
morning for w a s h i n g ,  b u t  i t  d idn ' t  t a k e  me long  to l ea rn  t h a t  
i t  w a s  also o n l y  for t h e  advanced  s t u d e n t s .  O n e  of t h e  f i r s t  
mornings I d a s h e d  i n t o  t h e  washroom and f i l led  a b a s i n  wi th  
hot  water .  O n e  of t h e  o l d e r  s t u d e n t s  k icked  my b a s i n  a c r o s s  
the  room, s p i l l i n g  a l l  my wa te r ,  and I had to w a i t  unti l  t h e y  
were  a l l  through before  I could wash.  All  the  a d v a n c e d  s t u -  
d e n t s  w e n t  o u t  of the i r  way to i n s u l t  u s  new s t u d e n t s  and to 
make u s  feel as though w e  did  n o t  be long  there.  T h e  com- 
mon s a y i n g  w a s ,  "Your footpr in ts  have  no  l o n g  s t a n d i n g  
here. " 

E v e r y  Saturday a l l  t h e  s t u d e n t s  walked th ree  mi les  to 
t h e  h o t  s p r i n g s  for ba ths .  T h e r e ,  too, t h e  new s t u d e n t s  had 
to w a i t  unt i l  t h e  a d v a n c e d  s t u d e n t s  had bathed before  w e  



could have  our  turn. T h e n  w e  would s n e a k  in to  the  pota to  
f i e l d s  wi th  a b a g  and s t e a l  po ta toes  which we  would fry to 
eat with o u r  r ice.  A l s o  w e  would steal corn and  turnips  in 
s e a s o n ,  to fi l l  o u t  o u r  meager  d i e t s .  I a l w a y s  looked for- 
ward to Saturday b e c a u s e  w e  had more to eat. We never  got 
caugh t  s t e a l i n g  b e c a u s e  t h e  f i e l d s  were  so fa r  from town. 

T h e r e  i s  a l a k e  nea r  t h e  ho t  s p r i n g s  where we  o f t en  
wen t  swimming. We tr ied f i sh ing  there ,  too, bu t  w e  never  
c a u g h t  anything.  

I w a s  no t  y e t  a Chr i s t i an ,  b u t  I wen t  o c c a s i o n a l l y  to 
church at t h e  C h i n a  Inland Miss ion compound o n  Sunday. 
Usua l ly ,  however,  Sunday w a s  t h e  d a y  o n  which I worked at 
odd  jobs  to ea rn  a l i t t l e  money for ha i rcuts .  

One  d a y  I r ece ived  a wonderful su rp r i se .  A p a c k a g e  
c a m e  for m e  i n  t h e  mail. I couldn' t  imag ine  who i t  w a s  from 
o r  w h a t  could  b e  in  it. When I o p e n e d  i t  my s u r p r i s e  w a s  a l -  
mos t  wi thou t  bounds. It w a s  ful l  of love ly  cook ies .  I had  
never  dreamed t h a t  s u c h  t h i n g s  could  b e  s e n t  b y  mail. T h e  
p a c k a g e  w a s  from Aunty Gladys ,  so, thereaf ter ,  i n  g ra t i tude ,  
I w e n t  to church more often. 

I s h a r e d  t h e  c o o k i e s  wi th  my s c h o o l  m a t e s ,  a n d  t h e y  
thought  I w a s  indeed  for tunate  to h a v e  a n  American friend. 

A l e t t e r  c a m e  wi th  t h e  p a c k a g e ,  and  s i n c e  I could  n o t  
r ead  i t  I took it to my E n g l i s h  t e a c h e r  to t r a n s l a t e  for me. 
I s t i l l  remember wha t  Aunty  G l a d y s  s a i d  i n  t h a t  f i r s t  l e t t e r  
to me. S h e  to ld  me to a t t e n d  church  s e r v i c e s  and  to pray  
and s h e  a l s o  a s s u r e d  me t h a t  s h e  w a s  p ray ing  for me e a c h  
day.  

T h a t  reminded me t h a t  I had heard  in  t h e  church  at 
B a t a n g  t h a t  o n e  should  pray  e v e r y  n i g h t  before  go ing  to 
s l e e p .  Although I s t i l l  had o n l y  a v a g u e  c o n c e p t  of God a n d  
the  meaning of Chr i s t i an i ty ,  I w a s  d e t e r m i n e d  to pray  e v e r y  
n igh t  thereafter .  I t r ied i t  and i t  r e a l l y  he lped.  

I w a s  also ca re fu l  n o t  to s m o k e  o r  d o  o t h e r  t h i n g s  I 
had heard  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  t e a c h  a g a i n s t  a l though many of  my 



fellow students indulged in such things. Whenever anyone 
asked i t  I was a Christian I replied in the affirmative. As I 
begm to attend ohurch .more ragulsrly, I was often asked to 
take part in the services and I never refused. More and more 
I was called upon to read the scriptures in Chinese or to 
lead in prayor, but I always enjoyed the singing the most. 

One of our camps in the high mountains 



Epilogue 

P art two of my story will tell such experiences 
as: the day the communists tried to hang one of our mission- 
aries i n  Batang, the escape from Batang, the dinner we 
refugees had on f i s h  caught by bare hands, the rope bridge 
that broke, drowning a young man and a horse, a small pox 
epidemic, and, finally, refuge i n  India. 

The third part of my story takes place i n  India and 
America and tells how shortly after my arrival in  India I 
was i n  an area shaken by a great earthquake, leaving u s  
isolated for three months, how I met the Dalai Lama's 
brother, studied for and obtained my compounder's (phar- 
macist) license, served as a missionary, and was finally 
able to come to America, even though I was "a man without 
a country', having fled Tibet with no papers. Concerning m y  
stay in  America: my first confused impressions of Los An- 
geles, a year of study at Pacific Christian College, camp 
work and speaking engagements, medical studies at Platte 
Valley Bible College, and my impressions of New York City 
and of the western states. 



Nomad woman in typical dress 

Inside a Tibetan tent- 
showing packs ready for the trail, guns, 
and, in the foreground, an altar 




	Arv59 1097.tif
	Arv59 1098_2R.tif
	Arv59 1099_1L.tif
	Arv59 1099_2R.tif
	Arv59 1100_1L.tif
	Arv59 1100_2R.tif
	Arv59 1101_1L.tif
	Arv59 1101_2R.tif
	Arv59 1102_1L.tif
	Arv59 1102_2R.tif
	Arv59 1103_1L.tif
	Arv59 1103_2R.tif
	Arv59 1104_1L.tif
	Arv59 1104_2R.tif
	Arv59 1105_1L.tif
	Arv59 1105_2R.tif
	Arv59 1106_1L.tif
	Arv59 1106_2R.tif
	Arv59 1107_1L.tif
	Arv59 1107_2R.tif
	Arv59 1108_1L.tif
	Arv59 1108_2R.tif
	Arv59 1109_1L.tif
	Arv59 1109_2R.tif
	Arv59 1110_1L.tif
	Arv59 1110_2R.tif
	Arv59 1111_1L.tif
	Arv59 1111_2R.tif
	Arv59 1112_1L.tif
	Arv59 1112_2R.tif
	Arv59 1113_1L.tif
	Arv59 1113_2R.tif
	Arv59 1114_1L.tif
	Arv59 1114_2R.tif
	Arv59 1115_1L.tif
	Arv59 1115_2R.tif
	Arv59 1116_1L.tif
	Arv59 1116_2R.tif
	Arv59 1117_1L.tif
	Arv59 1117_2R.tif
	Arv59 1118_1L.tif
	Arv59 1118_2R.tif
	Arv59 1119_1L.tif
	Arv59 1119_2R.tif
	Arv59 1120_1L.tif
	Arv59 1120_2R.tif
	Arv59 1121_1L.tif
	Arv59 1121_2R.tif
	Arv59 1122_1L.tif
	Arv59 1122_2R.tif
	Arv59 1123_1L.tif
	Arv59 1123_2R.tif
	Arv59 1124_1L.tif
	Arv59 1124_2R.tif
	Arv59 1125_1L.tif
	Arv59 1125_2R.tif
	Arv59 1126_1L.tif
	Arv59 1126_2R.tif

